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An April evening 

Off the nearby trees — the sun 

a murmur of gold   

– Peter Kendall
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Dear Members, 

When I walk through Portland Japanese 
Garden, many things catch my eye. As the 
owner of a landscape design + build and 
garden center company, the first thing I tend 
to notice is, naturally, the plant life. April and 
May are some of the most visually amazing 
months of the year here at the Garden, when 
cherry blossoms and rhododendrons and 
azaleas almost look like fireworks against the 
backdrop of green. Beyond this, however, and 
more personally, I see the story of my family. 

As I have written to you before, the 
Snodgrass family has been involved with 
Portland Japanese Garden since its inception. 
Throughout the landscape, I see flowers that 
were almost certainly propagated by my 
grandparents Bernard and Florence Esch. I 
see a wisteria arbor that my father, Robert 
Snodgrass, helped with back in the 1960s. I 
myself have always been an active supporter 
and admirer of the organization and in 2011 
I followed family tradition by getting even 
more deeply involved by joining the Board of 
Trustees. In 2022 I had the honor of becoming 
Board President. At the end of May, my term 
will conclude. 

These two years have marked one of the most 
meaningful and important stretches of my 
life. Portland Japanese Garden represents 
something much larger than an attraction. 
It tells the story of how even a scarred 
landscape (as it was when the old zoo left) 
can become something majestic. It tells the 
story of how if you build a place where all 
feel welcome, long-lasting friendship can 
be conceived. It tells the story of how a 
community only needs to look within and to 
one another to find the peace it seeks.  

I am very proud to have been Board 
President as we launched much of the initial 
programming for Japan Institute, including 
but not limited to our international Peace 
Symposia. At the end of last year, we had 
nearly 1,000 people attend our symposia 
in Cape Town and Johannesburg in South 
Africa. As you may have read in the last 
issue of The Garden Path, it was a remarkable 
series of events that were inspiring and 
motivational. I learned a lot about how our 
Garden’s story parallels much of what the 
incredible communities there have done 
and are doing. Also, as a plant man, I was 
happy to help put a memorial tree in the soil 
of Johannesburg Botanical Garden! On page 
12, you can read about a recent gathering the 
Institute held in Portland. 

In my first letter as Board President, I began 
by noting my feeling that the future is bright. 
Two years later, that feeling remains true. 
Between the everlasting serenity and vital 
importance of Portland Japanese Garden 
and the exciting future of Japan Institute, 
we have so much to look forward to. I feel 
confident that with the steadfast support of 
our community, the exceptional leadership 
of the Garden staff and its Board of Trustees 
and Foundation Board, and incredible 
contributions of our volunteers and members, 
Portland Japanese Garden will continue to 
provide a worldclass haven for harmony and 
peace. 

With gratitude, 

Drake Snodgrass
President, Board of Trustees

BACK COVER   William “Robbie” Robinson

FRONT COVER   Portland Japanese Garden
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Member News & Events

Portland Japanese Garden will have expanded hours beginning April 1st and will 
continue to be open Wednesdays through Mondays (closed Tuesdays). 

Member Hours: 8:00 - 10:00am (every day the Garden is open)
Public Hours: 10:00am - 6:00pm (guests exit by 7:00pm)
The Umami Café, Gift Shop, and Pavilion Gallery will be open from 9:00am - 7:00pm*

*Last seating for the Umami Café is 6:30pm 

Meanwhile, special Extended Hours for members return starting in May! Take 
advantage of the extended light of summer and enjoy quiet evenings at the Garden. 
Advance reservations are not required, and member guests are welcome. Details for 
additional extended hours can be found on our website, japanesegarden.org/events

Mark Your Calendar: Summer Hours Have Returned!

Annual Meeting of the Membership  

May 6 
 
Join us for the Annual Membership Meeting! Our CEO, Steve Bloom, will give an annual overview for 
members and will present about the organization’s future. Our guest speaker is Anne Burroughs, 
President and CEO of the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles, California. 

This is a member-only event.  

To register, go to: japanesegarden.org/annual-meeting-2024

The Membership Center, opening soon, between the Strolling Pond and Flat Gardens, adjacent to the wisteria 
arbor.   Portland Japanese Garden

Behind the Shoji Annual Summer Marketplace Returns This June  
 
Join us for a Golden Crane and member-only preview and reception to gain first access to our annual artisan 
marketplace, Behind the Shoji. Advanced reservations for members and those in the Golden Crane Recognition 
Society will open in May. Behind the Shoji will then open to the public on June 29th and runs through September 
2nd.

Coming Soon: New Membership Center in the Heart of the Garden!   
 
We are very excited to share that Portland Japanese Garden’s new Membership Center will be opening by this 
summer, located in the heart of the Garden, adjacent to the wisteria arbor. Garden Members will be able to come in 
and ask questions, get support, renew their memberships, or even buy gift memberships for the loved ones in their 
life. Additionally, visitors to the Garden will be able to turn their paid admission into memberships here! 

Our dedicated phone line, (503) 796-9180, and email (membership@japanesegarden.org) will still be available for 
members and prospective members. We look forward to providing more in-person support for our members! To stay 
informed about the new Membership Center, make sure you subscribe to our e-newsletter.

Asian American Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander Heritage  
Month in May   
 
AANHPI Heritage Month is a time to reflect upon and celebrate the remarkable role of those who are Asian 
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander ancestry in our nation’s history. Founded in 1963 to heal the 
wounds of World War II, Portland Japanese Garden is proud to represent this community and exist as a place that 
can continue to inspire harmony and peace. We’ll be sharing how we’ll be celebrating the AANHPI community in our 
weekly e-newsletter.

Kodomo no Hi, 
Children’s Day  

May 5 
 
Children’s Day is observed in 
Japan as a day to honor all 
children in the hopes that they will 
grow up healthy and strong. Cloth 
carp streamers, or koinobori, are 
flown to bring good fortune to 
children. Come to the Garden with 
your family to listen to taiko music 
performed by children, participate 
in a scavenger hunt, create 
origami projects, and satisfy your 
curiosity about koi. 

A young garden guest working on some origami during 
Children’s Day in 2023.    Julie Gursha

For all the latest details on Garden events, including dates and times, go to  
japanesegarden.org/events and for reminders and updates, sign up for our weekly 
e-newsletter at japanesegarden.org/newsletter
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Portland Japanese Garden is often referenced as “more than a garden.” What does this mean? 
Beyond the serene spaces, the Garden is a non-profit, cultural institution that allows visitors to 
experience Japanese culture through its events and programs. This allows the Garden to be a 
representation of cultural diplomacy–the act of sharing one’s cultural gifts to evoke peace and 
human connection.

The Garden just celebrated its 60th anniversary last year. To have gone from a post-World 
War II landscape of hostility to a flourishing garden that doubled in size within a generation is 
nothing short of remarkable. Portland Japanese Garden began with a seed of hope and healing 
but its reason for existence started even before that. To understand the full story of Portland 
Japanese Garden is to know the context in which it was established. 

As we celebrate Asian American Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander (AANHPI) Heritage Month 
in May, we reflect on what it means to be an organization that represents this community by 
diving further back into our history. The experience of Oregon’s Nikkei (the Japanese diaspora) 
has been filled with triumph and accomplishment. It has also been rife with tragedy and 
turmoil. Despite the best efforts of the Issei (first generation Japanese immigrants) and Nisei 
(second generation) to live the American dream as so many others have and will, they were 
often marginalized, assaulted, and incarcerated simply because of who they are. The battles 
they endured were not so long ago–and while there has been progress, the path to equity 
continues to be paved today. 

As a Japanese American mother in Portland, I feel fortunate, inspired, and reassured knowing 
that a place like Portland Japanese Garden exists, where I can bring my children to connect to 
our heritage in a setting they love–nature! I’m grateful to share the opportunity to learn more 
about the Japanese experience in Oregon so that together, we can help create an ever more 
harmonious and vibrant community for generations to come.

 - Megumi Kato, Director of Marketing (Nisei)

In 1880, Oregon would receive its first Issei, Miyo Iwakoshi, her brother Riki, and daughter 
Tama. Iwakoshi and her partner, an Australian-Scottish professor named Andrew McKinnon, 
would open a mill in Gresham named “The Orient.” When McKinnon passed away only a few 
years later, Iwakoshi would have to overcome the adversity of being left to fend for herself in a 
frontier state and she did.  

Iwakoshi earned notice for demonstrating that silkworms could produce silk in Oregon and 
her knowledge of the area and her willingness to help others would lead her to becoming 
known as the “Western Empress” to Oregon’s Japanese community. Her daughter Tama would 
wind up constituting half of the state’s first Japanese marriage when she wed merchant and 
labor contractor Shintaro Takaki later in the decade. 

It was a time of growth for the population of Oregon’s Issei. The Chinese Exclusion Act of 
1882, a federal piece of legislation that forbade Chinese immigration to the United States, had 
left employers with less workers to exploit. With Japan experiencing the rocky Meiji era (1868-
1912), some of its population would seek stability and maybe even fortune across the Pacific. 
They would be welcomed by railroads, logging outfits, and agricultural endeavors. Paid less 
than their fellow immigrants from Europe, the early years for the Japanese laborer were tough 
going; often they could only find shelter in freight cars, barns, and tents. Some would even 
have to resort to living in caves. 

It was in these early years those of Japanese ancestry here in Oregon would demonstrate 
gaman, or “strength, endurance, self-discipline, an awareness of others, and the ability to keep 
the future in sight.” The ability to tap into gaman would be required of them. Because of this 
reserve of fortitude, many of the area’s Issei would begin to thrive.  

Toward the end of the 19th century, Portland’s Japantown, or Nihonmachi, developed in what 
today is known as the Old Town neighborhood, a curve of the earth in the northwestern part 
of the city that touches the Willamette River. A combination of racism that prevented their 
free movement across the city and surely their own desire to build community with those with 
whom they shared a common background, the streets between 1st and 6th Avenues would see 
the establishment of Japanese-owned hotels, restaurants, barbershops, and other businesses. 
By 1900, Japan would open a consulate office in Oregon to serve the 2,500 Issei who were now 
living here... 

To read the full article go to japanesegarden.org/oregon-nikkei

Miyo Iwakoshi (back left), the first known Japanese immigrant to Oregon with her daughter Tama Nitobe Takaki 
(back right) and Miyo’s grandchildren.    Japanese America Museum of Oregon.

An outdoor market in Japantown.   Library of Congress

The Experience of Oregon’s Nikkei 

Honoring the AANHPI Community in May

…A Community Grows in Oregon 
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Last summer, I was welcomed as Portland Japanese Garden’s Marketing and 
Communications intern. Through the University of Oregon’s Portland Internship Experience 
(PIE), a summer program that partners with local Portland businesses and nonprofits to give 
back to the community, I was able to join the Marketing Department during the Garden’s 
momentous 60th year.   

Over the course of my internship, I was primarily responsible for archiving historic materials 
documenting Portland Japanese Garden’s lifespan, including over 8,000 photographs and 
more than 60 years of press clippings. Archiving and cataloguing these materials not only 
made them available for use across the organization, but also acquainted me with the Garden 
through an intimately human perspective: vignettes from those who helped transform the 
Garden from an abandoned zoo into one of Portland’s most serene destinations.  

During the summer of 2023, University of Oregon student Chloe Lee joined Portland 
Japanese Garden’s Marketing Department as an intern as part of her school’s Portland 
Internship Experience program (PIE). PIE students receive a philanthropically-funded 
stipend, and career preparedness, and all while contributing to organizations that aim to 
make a difference in their community. Here is an article in which Lee reflects on her time 
with the Garden.

Chloe Lee when she returned to the Garden to volunteer during the winter of 2023.  
  Portland Japanese Garden 

A photo taken by Chloe Lee during her summer internship of the Flat Garden.    Chloe Lee

Partnership with University of Oregon’s Portland  
Internship Experience

Traversing New Grounds 

Portland Japanese Garden has often been described as a “living classroom,” where 
education is fostered through a variety of means, including internships, workshops, 
and seminars, and even guest gardener exchanges with professionals in the Japanese 
gardening field across the world. We’re proud to be an organization that helps people 
learn more about Japanese gardening and culture, and embraces the opportunity to learn 
from others so we can continue to pursue our mission of Inspiring Harmony and Peace.

I believe a good story is memorable, but a great story is compelling. Day after day, I have 
seen the Garden gently plant roots in visitors’ hearts, fostering timeless connections to its 
serene landscapes and foundations of cultural connections. These same roots blossomed in 
my soul and encouraged me to pursue further work with the Marketing Department beyond 
the initial 10-week internship period. With an appreciation for the Garden and admiration 
for my colleagues, who are world-class mentors, 10 weeks became 13 weeks, as well as 
continued volunteer work once I return to school. Here, I have found an everlasting well of 
fulfillment, a desire to maintain a close relationship with the Garden’s harmony. 

Portland Japanese Garden is captivating. Each element of the Garden elicits contemplation, 
vivid curiosity, and implores a lifelong willingness to learn. A garden requires the utmost 
compassion and mindfulness from all involved, and those responsible for Portland Japanese 
Garden embody these qualities with a humane determination that I am endlessly grateful to 
have learned from firsthand. Portland Japanese Garden is not just a garden, but one of the 
greatest stories of compassion, diligence, and mutual understanding. 

A full version of this article can be read at japanesegarden.org/internship-experience 

Chloe Lee is a senior at the University of Oregon, set to graduate in June of 2024 with a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in Art & Technology. Her interests lie in vulnerable storytelling through a breadth of media 
disciplines, as well as writing, with a particular emphasis on relationships between people and nature. Lee 
also contributes regular hours as a volunteer with Portland Japanese Garden’s Marketing Department.
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In an effort to heal the lingering division of World War II, Portland, Oregon and Sapporo, 
Hokkaido reached across the Pacific to become sister cities 65 years ago this year. The 
sister city partnership also helped catalyze the foundation of Portland Japanese Garden. To 
commemorate this longtime friendship, Portland Japanese Garden presents Vision of Place, 
two photography exhibitions sharing different perspectives of Hokkaido and its capital city 
of Sapporo.  

In the Pavilion Gallery, Shashin: Photographic Frontiers of Hokkaido is a collaboration with 
The North Finder, a Sapporo-based group of photographers, that aims to share the natural 
beauty of our sister city and its surrounding prefecture. Kenta Nakamura, Chairman of The 
North Finder and one of the exhibiting artists, commented that unlike other artistic mediums, 
photography requires a subject in the real world. This is not a limitation, however, as it 
gives the group the opportunity to share what they love about Hokkaido with international 
viewers. Through the eyes of The North Finder, enticing scenery reveals the beauty of 
all four seasons across a range of landscapes from urban to remote and showcases the 
importance of humankind living in harmony with their natural surroundings. Participating 
photographer Yūki Uryu shared his insight on why he wanted to present his photograph 
of a frozen Tokachi River, and the city glimmering in the distance with visitors to Portland 
Japanese Garden:  

“Each and every light shapes Sapporo. The people who live here, the people who come here, and the people 
who pass through create the scenery of Sapporo.” 

New Garden Exhibitions Showcase the Beauty of  
Sapporo & Hokkaido 

Each and Every Light While natural splendor and similar latitudes constitute much of our common ground, it 
is ultimately the people of Sapporo and Portland and their ability to share, protect and 
promote the place they call home that make our sister-city relationship so meaningful. 

Vision of Place continues in the Calvin and Mayho Tanabe Gallery and Jordan Schnitzer 
Japanese Arts Learning Center with Quiet Reflections of Hokkaido Winter: Photography by Sandra 
Chandler. Winter snow covers Hokkaido for five months of the year. This clean and elegant 
coating over the landscape appealed to Chandler, who comes from a long career in interior 
design, and values the ability to distill the essence of an environment into its simplest form. 
Originally, photography was a way for her to record what she was seeing as she traveled, but 
as she continued to journey abroad and study the potential of photography, capturing the 
impression of a place over the factual details became a bigger priority. Chandler comments,  

“When I have the opportunity to see an exhibition it expands my curiosity. It expands my knowledge base 
and exposes me to different parts of the world or different concepts. I come away feeling fuller than when 
I went in. And if I can share some of my work, share my experience and my voice just a little bit to enrich 
somebody else’s experience, that’s huge. That’s really a joyful concept.” 

Since photography’s invention, it has been a medium for capturing unique moments 
experienced solely by the photographer yet preserved for others to see. As we celebrate 
the 65th anniversary of Portland and Sapporo’s Sister City relationship, we hope these 
photography exhibitions aid in fostering a sense of wonder and deeper respect between our 
cultures. 

“Lights of My City,” 2023.    Yūki Uryu 
“Winterview,” February 2023. Teshikaga, Kawakami-Gun, Hokkaido, Japan.    Sandra Chandler 

Vision of Place is now open through June 10.

More information can be found at japanesegarden.org/vision-of-place
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On February 3, more than 200 people gathered in the atrium space of Wieden + 
Kennedy (W+K), an iconic Portland advertising agency with offices around the world 
along with deep ties with Japan. Presented by Japan Institute of Portland Japanese 
Garden supported by the Prime Minister’s Office of Japan, Living Traditions - a series 
of conversations and talks that explore some of the most iconic facets of Japanese 
culture and traditions -  has featured cultural stewards from a diverse range of creative 
disciplines exploring the intersection of culture, nature, and human ingenuity. This 
marked Japan Institute’s first event of 2024, and importantly, it was held at home, in 
Portland. 

Ken Tadashi Oshima (far left) leading the concluding panel discussion with the day’s speakers,  
(left to right) Dorothée Imbert, Shohei Shigematsu, and Yuko Hasegawa.    Arthur Hitchcock

Japan Institute Brings Living Traditions Series to 
Portland 

The Essential Mediation of Art and Design 

“Portland Japanese Garden is a very successful case study in peace making through cultural 
diplomacy rooted in our reverence for nature,” Aki Nakanishi, Portland Japanese Garden’s 
Arlene Schnitzer Curator of Culture, Art, and Education shared, explaining the thought process 
that led to Japan Institute. “Building off this, we started talking to our Japanese counterparts in 
Japan, to talk about the potential a garden might have for community building, urban planning, 
and addressing social issues.”  

Among the guests who gathered in this assembly of global thought leaders were keynote 
speaker Yuko Hasegawa, Director of the 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art 
in Kanazawa, Japan, speaker Dorothée Imbert, the Director of the Knowlton School of 
Architecture at The Ohio State University, and speaker Shohei Shigematsu, a partner at the 
Office for Metropolitan Architecture (OMA). They were joined by the event’s moderator, Dr. Ken 
Tadashi Oshima, Professor in the Department of Architecture at the University of Washington. 

Yuko Hasegawa delivered remarks first on how she views art and nature as sharing deep and 
inextricable bonds and that in the face of a rapidly changing climate, art will remain vital to 
our existence. “…Art and design [are] essential mediators, facilitating sensory learning and 
addressing conflicts, divisions, and imbalances,” Hasegawa noted. “Aesthetics and ethics, 
fundamental to human existence, find their expression through art, fostering empathy, 
imagination, and intellectual renewal.” 

The theme of Shohei Shigematsu’s presentation was the interconnectedness built structures 
have with land. “Architecture had been responding to landscape until the Industrial Revolution 
and invention of air conditioning,” he shared. This philosophy is seen in the Garden, such as 
how the Jordan Schnitzer Japanese Arts Learning Center has glass walls and wooden partitions 
that slide open to blur the line between indoors and outdoors. 

Dorothée Lambert discussed how despite the “significant impact” a landscape has on our 
collective physical, emotional, environmental, and social wellbeing, it is often “downright 
invisible” with an inherent structure that vanishes as functions and meanings are laid upon it. 
What is exciting, then, about gardens is that they can avoid invisibility—because they are both 
simultaneously a place and the “representation of an ideal.”  “The idea of a garden holds great 
potential for disruption of our distracted state,” Imbert noted.

Read the full article at japanesegarden.org/living-traditions-2024 

“[A representative] from the Prime Minister of Japan’s Office told me, ‘I wish 

the Prime Minister could have seen this to feel firsthand the overwhelming 

energy and creative vibes that Portland Japanese Garden generates for the 

entire community.’”

A K I  N A K A N I S H I   |   A R L E N E S C H N I T Z E R C U R AT O R O F C U LT U R E,  A RT, 

A N D E D U C AT I O N

A P R I L / M A Y  2 0 2 4 13



T H E  G A R D E N  P A T H14

$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 +

Koichi & Mihoko Nezu  
Oregon Community Foundation 

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 9 , 9 9 9 

Google 
Hoichi Kurisu 
M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust 
Dorothy Piacentini 
Catherine & Taisuke Sasanuma 
Drs. Mayho & Calvin Tanabe 
Robert & Deborah Zagunis 

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 4 9 , 9 9 9 

Jean & Ray Auel 
Bank of America  
Mary Lee Boklund 
Bullseye Glass Co. 
Community Foundation for  
 Southwest Washington 
Donald Gibson  
William G. Gilmore Foundation  
Hoffman Construction 
Mrs. Ronna Hoffman 
Joto Sake  
Peter J. Kendall 
Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund  
Lani McGregor & Daniel Schwoerer
Oregon Arts Commission 
Travers & Vasek Polak 
Gary & Sue Reynolds 
Cathy & Jim Rudd 
Dori Schnitzer Fund of  
 Oregon Community Foundation  
Jordan Schnitzer & The Harold and  
 Arlene Schnitzer CARE Foundation
Mildred & Morris Schnitzer Fund of 
 Oregon Community Foundation 
Schommer & Sons 
Torii Mor Winery & Vineyard 
Juan Young Trust     

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 2 4 , 9 9 9

Carole Alexander 
Bamboo Sushi 
Becker Capital Management 
The Bidwell Portland 
Jack B. Blumberg 
Buckingham Strategic Wealth 
Calbag Metals 
Sandra Chandler & Chris Schaefer 
Mora Chartrand & Linda Grant 
Teresa Chiu & Jeffrey Livingston 
Conrad Clark 
Dede & Joe DeJager 
Delta Air Lines  
Devil’s Food Catering 
Bart & Jill Eberwein 
Bob and Jeanne Frasca Fund,  
 Oregon Community Foundation 
Yoko Fukuta 
Geffen Mesher 
David Gibson  
Sally C. Gibson  
J.W. & H.M. Goodman Family  

Charitable Foundation 

Jenny Herman  
Henry Lea Hillman Jr. Foundation 
Hyatt Regency 
Japan-United States Friendship  
 Commission  
Elizabeth M. King 
Dr. Sachiko Kuno 
Nikki & Yoshio Kurosaki and the  

Kurosaki Family Fund, Oregon  
 Jewish Community Foundation 
Naoki Kuze and St. Cousair, Inc. 
Ryozo & Mayumi Kuze  
Moya Lehman & Lavita Wai 
Martin Lotti & Linda Mai-Lotti 
Doug & Theresa Lovett 
Janet & Tom Montag  
Multnomah Whisk{e}y Library 
Anne Naito-Campbell 
Nike: Employee Donation Match 
OnPoint Community Credit Union 
Oregon Jewish Community Foundation 
The Oregonian 
Patricia L. Rosenberg 
Yoneko Shimizu-Dalton 
Drake & Lynn Snodgrass and  

Drake’s 7 Dees 
Michael Speight & Myunghye Han 
The Standard 
Mark Stell & Michelle Harstrom and  
 Portland Coffee Roasters 
Summit Properties, Inc. 
Swigert Foundation 
Dona & John Tarpey 
Travel Portland 
Dorie & Larry Vollum and the  

Jean Vollum Fund of the  
 Vanguard Charity  
Liz & Bob Warren 
Lynn & Jeffrey Wolfstone 
Anonymous (6)    

$  5 , 0 0 0 -  $  9 , 9 9 9

A Plus Tree, LLC 
Ruth Anderson & Michael Beebe 
Bartlett Tree Experts 
George & Patty Beall 
Chita Becker 
Martha & Anthony Belluschi  
Evona Brim 
Brown Printing Inc. 
Diane & James Burke 
Jennifer Castillo 
Deborah & Jim Coonan 
Creo Chocolate 
Douglas & Bee de Weese 
Mrs. Margueritte H. Drake and the  

Margueritte Hirschbuhl Drake Fund,  
 Oregon Community Found 
Julie & Wayne Drinkward 
Susan & Greg Fitz-Gerald  
Katherine & Mark Frandsen 
Carol Frankel  
Freeland Spirits 
Susan & Tom Hamman  
Tatsuo Ito & Kohgetsu Aoki and  

SEH America, Inc. 
Salena Johnson 
Allan Karsk & Keith Berglund 
Catherine & John Knox 
 Ross M. Lienhart, Edwards Lienhart  

Family Foundation 

Joyce & Stanley Loeb 
James D. Lynch &  
 Robby Cunningham  
The Maas & Marglous Family 
Curtis W. Marble  
Tim Mather 
Lisa Maulhardt & Joseph Okies, Jr. 
Kelly & Steve McLeod  
Mercer Advisors 
John & Nancy Murakami 
Chris & Tom Neilsen and the  

Neilsen Family Fund,  
 Oregon Community Foundation 
Nancy Netwal 
Nancy Nishimura 
NW Natural Gas Co. 
Park Lane Suites and Inn 
Port of Portland 
Jennifer & Charles Putney 
William & Anne Rasnake 
Regional Arts and Culture Council 
Marge Riley Fund, Oregon  

Community Foundation 
Trudy & Pat Ritz, Ritz Family  
 Foundation 
Room & Board 
Mary Sharman & Mitchell Sundquist 
Smith Rock, Inc.
Snow Peak 
Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust 
Zachary Vinton 
Fran & John von Schlegell 
Ryuji & Nozomi Watanabe
Priscilla Bernard Wieden 
Carmen Wong & Arjun Chatrath 
Anonymous (1)  

$ 2 , 5 0 0 - $ 4 , 9 9 9

Trish Adams 
Roudabeh Akhavein 
Arden Event Collective 
John Benson & Virginia Tilden 
Janice Bleibaum 
Eric & Robin Busch 
Will Carter & Jeff Miller 
Nova Chou 
James Cox & Brenda Nuckton 
Anne & James Crumpacker 
Diane Ditmer 
Gail Durham & E Benno Philippson 
Doyle Forister & Gary Sheldon
Kelley Forseth and Clarity Consulting 
Peter & Mim Gray 
Sandra & Jeffrey Grubb 
Hacker Architects 
Margaret Hacker 
Karen Halvorsen 
Cynthia Hampton 
Merle & Andrew Hashimoto 
Mike Henningsen Fund,  
 Oregon Community Foundation 
Intel Corporation: Employee  
 Donation Match 
The Jackson Foundation 
Lois Jackson 
David Katz & Lee Katman 
Aase Kendall 
Jane R. Kendall Family Fund,  
 Oregon Community Foundation 
Kathy Lou 
Susan & Peter Lynn 

Cumulative giving to the Annual Fund from  
October 1, 2022 through November 30, 2023.

Global Ambassadors, our members and donors residing 
more than 100 miles from Portland, Oregon, are 
recognized with a globe icon next to their name. 

To see this list online, go to 
japanesegarden.com/support-your-garden 
For corrections, contact 
development@japanesegarden.org
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If you would like to make a donation or have any questions about the Golden Crane Society, please contact Claire Eisenfeld,  
Director of Philanthropy, at (503) 542-0281 or ceisenfeld@japanesegarden.org.

Thank you
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Janet McCormick & Stephanie Walker 
Alyssa McCulloch & Adam Feiges  
Iris & Larry Miller  
John Miller & Janet Geary 
Erin Moeschler & Robb Rathe 
Glenn Moore 
Kelly Muller 
Elisabeth T. Nakamichi  
Obon Shokudo 
The Paramount Hotel 
Shirley & David Pollock 
Mary & Alex Polson  
Lee & Ronald Ragen 
Russell & Mary Reid 
Pat Reser 
Laura Schlafly 
Scott & Charldene Schneier 
Susan Schnitzer & Greg Goodman 
Martha Sharman &  
 John Warren Reid Jr. 
Steven H. Smith & Dennis C. Johnson 
Marie & Thomas Spence 
Deborah & Michael Stewart 
Pamela Still 
Ernie Stoddard 
Kristopher Tate  
Rebecca & Russell Teasdale 
Deborah Thomas & Betty Curtis 
Cathy & Greg Tibbles 
Miriam C. Trahan  
Hiro Tsuji & James Knodell  
Ann & Tom Usher 
Shiro Wakui & Masako Kubo  
Alice & Wim Wiewel 
Susan Winkler 
Suzanne & Craig Zarling  

$ 1 , 5 0 0 - $ 2 , 4 9 9

Abbvie Inc.: Employee  
 Donation Match  
Acorn Fund, Oregon  
 Community Foundation 
Sally Adkins & William Bostian 
Paul Ahluwalia & Henna Sahni 
Susan & Dean N. Alterman 
Felicia & Mikkel Andersen 
K. Andreasen 
Julieann & Alan Barker 
Steve Biemel 
Randy & Kim Boehm 
Elizabeth “Ibby” Brooke 
Broughton & Mary Bishop 

Family Foundation 
Richard Louis Brown & Thomas Mark 
Vincent & Kate Cahill 
Renee Carisio-Farber & Jeffrey Farber
The Chicago Community Foundation 
Stephen Chipps & Laura Sherrill 
Tim & Lisa Christy 
Kathryn & John Cochran 
Jonah Cohen 
Truman Collins 
Tom & Dee Corbin Moore 
Michelle & Gabriel Crowl 
George Cummings 

Danziger Family Foundation, The  
 Chicago Community Foundation 
Cameron & Dick Davis 
Paula Deitz 
Mary Dickson 
DLR Group 
Jeff & Lynn Dorr 
Karen & Jonathan Dunn 
Marilyn Easly, in memory of  
 David Easly 
Lisa & David Ellenberg 
Lauren Eulau & Paul Schneider 
Mary E. Fellows & John W. Russell 
David & Beth Ferguson 
Courtney Fitzloff 
Rodger Flint 
Flowerree Foundation 
Mikiko Flynn 
Judith Free & Paul Hamborg  
Frederick & Rosemarie Fulton 
Steve & Peggy Garber  
Mimi Gardner Gates  
Andra Georges & Timothy Shepard 
Barbara Giesy 
Karl & Shelagh Glaser 
Ann Goetcheus 
Charlotte Gray 
Howard Greisler 
Marianna Grossman 
Bruce Guenther &  
 Eduardo A. Vides, M.D. 
Ms. Susan Halton and  
 the Halton Foundation 
James Hansen 
Cynthia & Andrew Haruyama 
Etsuko Harvey 
Don Hastler & Dan Bergsvik 
Jay A. Henry & Demi Haffenreffer 
Helen Herman 
Scott Hillson 
Philip Hoefer 
Mary & Gordon Hoffman 
Scott Holland 
Tomoe Horibuchi & Kihachiro Nishiura 
Elizabeth Hulick & Mark Handley 
Kerstin & Joshua Husbands 
John & Sheila Jakobsen 
The Jasmine Pearl Tea Company 
Janelle & Lee Jimerson 
Nina Johnson Photography 
Bradford Johnston & Julie Evans 
Kristen Kern 
Selby & Douglas Key 
Barbara & William Langley 
Bonnie Laun 
Polly & Ron Lauser 
Elizabeth Leach & Bert Berney 
Megan & Ralph Leftwich 
Patricia T. Leiser & Gary Leiser   
Sandra Loeb 
saRah Mahler 
The Mark Spencer Hotel 
Barbara & Richard Maurer 
Patricia & Steven McNeal  
Richard Milgrim  
Susan Monti 
David Morey & Sandra Hobbs Morey 

Bruce & Jeanette Morrison 
Lindley Morton & Corinne Oishi 
Multnomah County Cultural Coalition 
Mrs. Hester H. Nau & Leslie Willhite 
Lynne Naughton 
Rikki Ninomiya  
Oregon Cultural Trust 
Oregon Venture Fund 
Marianne Perrin 
William & Janet Perry 
James H. Peters & Hitomi Tamura 
Jason Pfingstmann 
Phoenix Industrial, Inc. 
Frank Piacentini & Sara Weinstein 
Naomi Pollock & David Sneider   
Kimberly & Stan Prosser
Providence: Employee Donation Match 
Wayne M. Quimby &  
 Michael Roberts-Quimby 
Susan & Michael Rego 
David & Madie Richenstein 
Nancy L. Richmond &  
 William A. Hughes 
Nan Robertson 
Ashley Roland & Jamey Hampton 
John Rowe 
Dr. Marilyn L. Rudin, MD &  
 Richard S. Testut, Jr. 
Valerie Sasaki 
Blake Schaefer 
Patricia O. Schleuning 
Scott Shiigi & William Melcher 
Peter Shinbach 
Patrick Simpson & Margaret Bolger 
Sudha & Siva Sivakumar 
Sylvia Skarstad 
Susan Smallsreed 
Dawn M. States & Stephen Smith  
St. Honore Bakery  
Angela Summers  
Charles J. & Caroline Swindells  

Charitable Fund, Oregon Community  
 Foundation 
Tarbell Family Foundation  
Kimberlie Tardie 
Lawrence Teherani-Ami 
Paul & Jayne Thompson  
Connie & Tom Thomsen 
Rena & Cheryl Tonkin 
Hugo & Akiko Torii 
Miriam C. Trahan  
Robert Trotman 
Susan & John Turner 
Dawn & Sadafumi Uchiyama 
David & Christine Vernier 
Vista Capital 
David Willis 
Bess Wills 
Bruce & Susan Winthrop 
Richard & Ellen Wopat 
Danny Wu 
Paula Wynn 
Joji Yoshimura & Michael Kronstadt 
Anonymous (2)

A P R I L / M A Y  2 0 2 4 15
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Members of the Phoenix Legacy Society have 
named the Garden as the ultimate beneficiary of 
a planned gift. We are grateful to the following 
people for letting us know of their plans to support 
the Garden in this enduring way.

Ruth Anderson & Michael Beebe 
Esther “Ricky” Appleman 
Carole Beauclerk 
Barbara Bell 
Diane Benjamin 
Melanie Billings-Yun 
Steve Bloom 
Judy Bradley & Dave Mitchell 
Susan C. Brown 
Carla Caesar & Nora King 
Robert Caragher 
Sandra Chandler & Chris Schaefer 
Mora Chartrand & Linda Grant 
Teresa Chiu & Jeffrey Livingston 
Mary Dickson 
David & Nancy Dowell 
Mrs. Margueritte H. Drake 
Elaine West Durst 
Doyle Forister & Gary Sheldon 
Yoko Fukuta 
Ms. Susan Halton 
John Hembroff & Shari Macdonald 
Ron & Jenny Herman 
Geoffrey Hoefer 
Albert Horn 
Ann & Jerry Hudson 
Janelle Marie Jimerson 
Mary Kay Johnson 

If you would like to include the 
Garden in your estate plans, or 
if you have already done so and 
would allow us to list you as a 
Legacy Society Member,  
please contact Claire Eisenfeld, 
Director of Philanthropy, at  
(503) 542-0281 or 
ceisenfeld@japanesegarden.org.

Elizabeth M. King 
Valerie Lau 
Ron & Polly Wall Lauser 
John & Lisa Lehman 
David & Diane Levinthal 
Patricia Locktov 
Linda & Don McNeill 
Ashley McQuade 
Gordon Olson 
Jeannie & Ron Prindle 
Wayne M. Quimby &  
 Michael Roberts-Quimby 
Gary & Sue Reynolds 
Dr. Marilyn L. Rudin, MD &  

Richard S. Testut, Jr. 
W. Curtis Schade & 

Jacquie Siewert-Schade 
Michele & Douglas Shapiro 
Jeffrey Sher 
Ernie Stoddard 
Ann & John Symons 
Drs. Mayho & Calvin Tanabe 
Marsha Tomassi & Robert McConnell
Lavita Wai 
Bruce & Susan Winthrop 
Carmen Wong 
Anonymous (4)

  Portland Japanese Garden

  Portland Japanese 
Garden

Tribute Gifts 
& Donations

Memorials and Honoraria 
December 1, 2023 – January 31, 2023

G I F T  I N  H O N O R  O F 
M A G G I E  D R A K E    

Jenny Turney  

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F 
T H O M A S  H A C K E R 

Gunilla & Jerry Finrow 

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
D R .  F R A N K  H A L V O R S E N 

E. & Brian Rice

G I F T  I N  H O N O R  O F 
K I N Y A  H I R A 

Judith Rees 

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
J U D I  A N D  G E R I  H O F E R 

Cornelia Jane & William Drevescraft 

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F 
J O H N  L E E 

Amy Smith 

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F 
S H E I L A  L I E N H A R T 

Roger Cooke & Joan Cirillo

G I F T  I N  H O N O R  O F 
T O Y O K O  M A T S U I 

Tsuru Tuenge

G I F T  I N  H O N O R  O F 
D E A N  P O T T E R 

Brinin Heinrich

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F 
D U A N E  R O B E R T S 

Michael Bruner & Diana Delich  
Noriko Roberts  

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F 
A R N O L D  S C H N E L L 

Virginia C. Stephens 

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F 
A N N E  S I M P S O N 

Richard Simpson   

G I F T  I N  H O N O R  O F  
S U S A N  J A N E  S M A L L S R E E D 

Mark R. Smallsreed 

G I F T  I N  H O N O R  O F 
D A N G E  T R O M M A L D 

Kyle Bushick

G I F T  I N  H O N O R  O F 
S A D A F U M I  U C H I Y A M A 

Edward Kawasaki  

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F 
D A N  W I E D E N 

Priscilla Bernard Wieden  

Path to Peace 
Campaign for 
Japan Institute

Recognizing all those who have made a gift in support of our Path to 
Peace Campaign for Japan Institute, helping us be a leading global voice 
for cultural understanding, in pursuit of a more peaceful, sustainable 
world. 

$ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 + 

Jenny Herman
John & Janet Jay 
State of Oregon 
Travers & Vasek Polak 
Drs. Mayho & Calvin Tanabe 
Robert & Debb Zagunis 

$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 9 9 , 9 9 9  

National Endowment for  
 the Humanities
Anonymous (1)  

$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 4 9 9 , 9 9 9  

The Brookby Foundation 
Sandra Chandler & Chris Schaefer 
James R. Coonan, Denis C. Bates,  
 & Lurline C. Menzies  
Anne & James Crumpacker  
The de Weese Family 
Eberwein Family 
Sally C. Gibson 
Will Green & Martín Palomar 
Mrs. Ronna Hoffman 
The Lora L. & Martin N. Kelley  
 Family Foundation Trust 
Dylan & Maia Lawrence  
Lani McGregor & Daniel Schwoerer  
Nike, Inc. Matching Gift Fund 
Mark & Kathy Parker
Dorie & Larry Vollum and the  
 Jean Vollum Fund of the Vanguard 
Anonymous (1) 

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 9 , 9 9 9 

Katherine & Mark Frandsen 
Carol Frankel 
Nikki & Yoshio Kurosaki and the  

Kurosaki Family Fund, Oregon  
 Jewish Community Foundation 
Portland Japanese Garden Foundation  
The Prime Minister’s Office of Japan

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 - 4 9 , 9 9 9

Dede & Joe DeJager 
Fred Delanoy & Jane Witter  
Susan & Greg Fitz-Gerald  
Family of Lawrence R. Green  
Hampton Family Foundation  
Cathy Hitchcock  
Japan Society, New York City  
Charles Jenkins & James Dixon, in  
 memory of Marie Hopper Jenkins  
Loeb Family, Stanley, Joyce, Carl, Eric  
MB Culinary, LLC 
Lindley Morton & Corinne Oishi 
M.J Murdock Charitable Trust 
Oosthuizen Family 
Oregon Jewish Community 

Foundation
Cathy & Jim Rudd 
Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA 
Dori Schnitzer Fund of Oregon 

Community Foundation 
Susan Schnitzer & Greg Goodman 
Drake & Lynn Snodgrass and 

Drake’s 7 Dees 
Dona & John Tarpey 

Susan Gail Vander Heide, in memory  
 of Tony Vander Heide  
Lynn & Jeffrey Wolfstone  
Carmen Wong & Arjun Chatrath 
Woodard Family Foundation 

U N D E R  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0

Trish Adams  
Ruth Anderson & Michael Beebe 
Broughton & Mary Bishop Foundation  
Mora Chartrand & Linda Grant  
Community Foundation for  
 Southwest Washington 
D27 Foundation 
Delta Air Lines 
Nick & Janet De Morgan  
Devil’s Food Catering 
William A. Hughes &  
 Nancy L. Richmond  
Japan Foundation New York  
Janelle & Lee Jimerson  
Polly & Ron Lauser 
Paul Loving
Darrell Lumaco  
Shiro & Michiyo Nakane
Richard Mei  
Yoneko Shimizu-Dalton  
SN Charitable Foundation   
Michael Thompson  
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Timbanard  
Generous Support from the  

Portland Japanese Garden  
volunteers for the Artist-in- 
Residence program 

Alice & Wim Wiewel 
Anonymous (1)

For inquiries on supporting 
Japan Institute, please reach 
out to our Chief Development 
Officer, Jennifer Baumann, at  
(503) 595-5225 or 
jbaumann@japanesegarden.org

A P R I L / M A Y  2 0 2 4 17
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Participants in an ikebana workshop in the Yanai Family Classroom.   Portland Japanese Garden

Families enjoying a sunny winter day at the Garden.   Portland Japanese Garden

Kazuyoshi Umemoto, President of The Japan Foundation (left) 
and Hideki Hara, Managing Director of Japan Foundation’s 
Department of Japanese Studies, during a visit to Portland 
Japanese Garden in January.    Dorie Vollum

A young Garden guest gets a closer look at a 
performance by TAKOHACHI – Kotori Kai Shamisen 
School during our Hina Matsuri celebration in March. 

  Portland Japanese Garden

Makoto Iyori, Consul General of Japan in Seattle, with his wife 
Yuko during a visit to the Garden in March of 2024.   

  Portland Japanese Garden

Portland Japanese Garden and Japan Institute staff 
meeting with the organizations’ International Advisory 
Board in Tokyo in March.   

  Portland Japanese Garden

Portland Japanese Garden Executive Director 
Lisa Christy (center) with Oregon Governor 
Tina Kotek (left) and Oregon First Lady Aimee 
Wilson (right) at the Consular Office of Japan’s 
celebration of the Emperor’s birthday at the 
Hilton Portland Downtown.   

  Portland Japanese Garden

A P R I L / M A Y  2 0 2 4 19



CELEBRAT ING THE ASIAN AMERICAN N ATIVE HAWA IIAN 
PACIFIC ISL ANDER COMMUNITY

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID.
PERMIT NO. 827
PORTLAND, ORTo know Portland Japanese Garden is to understand it represents something much more than 12 acres of 

beautifully fostered land. Its story is inextricable from the history of the Oregon Nikkei (Japanese diaspora), a 
manifestation of their contributions and perseverance and hopes for the future. That Portland, a community too 
often bereft of common decency to its neighbors would manage to overcome rank hatred and build, foster, and 
expand a Japanese garden is a remarkable achievement and a testament to the dedication of the Japanese and 
Japanese American communities in Portland and their allies. Below is a picture of two visitors in front of the 
Sapporo Pagoda Lantern in the 1970s.
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