
October/November 2023

The Garden Path
Kanreki



T H E  G A R D E N  P A T H2

S E N I O R  S T A F F

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER Steve Bloom

DEPUTY DIRECTOR Cynthia Johnson Haruyama
 
 

THE ARLENE SCHNITZER CURATOR 
OF CULTURE, ART, AND EDUCATION        

Aki Nakanishi 

CHIEF CURATOR AND DIRECTOR OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
JAPANESE GARDEN TRAINING CENTER

Sadafumi Uchiyama 
 

GARDEN CURATOR Hugo Torii 
 

CHIEF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICER Lisa Christy

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER Diane Freeman 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS Jason Sipe

DIRECTOR OF GUEST EXPERIENCE Stephan Ferreira

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE CEO Kathy Parmenter 
 

SPECIAL ADVISOR, JAPAN INSTITUTE’S INTERNATIONAL 
EXCHANGE FORUM  

Paula Esguerra

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, JAPAN OFFICE Misako Ito

CURATOR EMERITA Diane Durston

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S 

PRESIDENT Drake Snodgrass

PRESIDENT-ELECT Paul Schommer 

VICE PRESIDENTS Doug de Weese, Cal Tanabe

TREASURER Jeff Wolfstone

SECRETARY Trish Adams

MEMBERS 
Jim Coonan, Bart Eberwein, 

Katherine Frandsen, Sally Gibson,  
Jeanne Giordano Frasca, Ronna Hoffman,

Janelle Jimerson, Yoshio Kurosaki, 
Naoki Kuze, Polly Lauser, 
Martin Lotti, Paul Loving, 

Travers Hill Polak, Sue Reynolds, 
Cathy Rudd, Dan Schwoerer, 

Mark Stell, John Tarpey, 
Dorie Vollum, Alice Wiewel, 

Robert Zagunis

TRUSTEE EMERITA  Maggie Drake 

F O U N D A T I O N  B O A R D
 

CHAIR Sandy Chandler

PRESIDENT Steve Bloom

VICE PRESIDENT Valerie Sasaki 

SECRETARY/TREASURER Diane Freeman

MEMBERS 
Katherine Frandsen, James D. Lynch, 

Allen Mercer, Carmen Wong

F O R  Q U E S T I O N S  O R  C O M M E N T S  
Email marketing@japanesegarden.org

Letter from the CEO3

T
A

B
L

E
 O

F
 C

O
N

T
E

N
T

S

That dappled sunlight 

that speaks of coming autumn 

speaks volumes today 

– Peter Kendall
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Dear Members, 

At the beginning of the year, I noted that in 
Japan, a 60th birthday is called kanreki. It is a 
significant milestone in Japanese culture as 
it marks a full cycle of the zodiac calendar. 
Year 60 is seen as the beginning of a new 
chapter filled with hope and possibilities. 
Typically, those who are being honored wear 
red—what auspicious timing for us here at 
Portland Japanese Garden, as our landscape 
will soon see the fiery crimsons of fall! 

2023 has truly been a wonderful year—as I 
look back on what we have achieved together 
this year, I am moved by the sheer quantity 
and rich diversity of individuals, groups, and 
multiple generations of families who have 
contributed to our past and are helping build 
our future. We have done so much together, 
and the world is noticing. 

One recent example of the Garden’s impact 
being recognized can be found in an article 
published by Forbes. A journalist who 
visited at the end of summer was informed 
on how our organization overcame racist 
assaults, protests, and vandalism to become a 
beloved public garden and cherished cultural 
organization. Chadd Scott writes:

“…Conclude your visit [to Portland, 
Oregon] amongst the towering 
Douglas firs surrounding the Portland 
Japanese Garden. There you will 
find serenity and proof this city can 
overcome the greatest of challenges. 
Upon its founding in 1963, less than 
a generation removed from Imperial 
Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor, hate 

groups protested the construction site, 
shouting racial slurs and vandalizing 
the property. Today, it is a beloved 
community resource welcoming 
hundreds of thousands of visitors 
annually. Things change. Portland is 
banking on that fact.” 

In the coming month, we will be asking 
you to make a year-end contribution to the 
Garden that will allow us to continue to be 
a community respite that also brings civic 
pride for the City of Portland. For 60 years, 
our treasured space has demonstrated the 
power of nature and culture to transform 
us and the communities we touch. We are 
deeply grateful for the impact that you can 
and have made and are indebted to your 
contributions to this vital work. 

And now, it’s time to walk the Garden—our 
autumn colors are coming in, after all. 
 
 
With gratitude, 

Steve Bloom
Chief Executive Officer

BACK COVER   William “Robbie” Robinson

FRONT COVER   Roman Johnston

“We are deeply grateful for the 

impact that you can and have 

made and are indebted to your 

contributions to this vital work.”
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Member News & Events

New and Returning Member Benefits!  
 
Portland Japanese Garden is pleased to offer new benefits to its more than 25,000 members beginning this month. 

Bamboo Sushi, the world’s first certified sustainable sushi restaurant, will offer a 15% discount on in-dining orders to 
Portland Japanese Garden members at any of their locations. Simply show your physical member card to have the 
discount applied to your order. This discount does not apply to to-go orders, happy hour, or alcoholic beverages. 

Torii Mor Winery is extending an exclusive wine club to members of Portland Japanese Garden. Members can choose 
the club that suits their taste and enjoy exclusive benefits including curated events. To join, go to  
japanesegarden.org/torii-mor 

Lan Su Chinese Garden, one of Portland’s most treasured spaces, will open their doors to Portland Japanese 
Garden members throughout the entire month of November. Advanced registration for reciprocal access is required. 
Information on how to access free member tickets online will be shared in our weekly e-newsletter.

Member Tour: Japan, Land of Living Traditions  
 
Members are invited to join the Garden’s tour to Japan next year! For 11 days in May 2024, this intimate tour group 
of 16 will be accompanied by an English-speaking Japanese guide and will explore sites in the cities of Tokyo, 
Kanazawa, and Kyoto. This journey includes a special focus on the beautiful and historic gardens, temples, and shrines. 
Registration will open exclusively for members this winter. For more details about the itinerary and how to register, visit 
japanesegarden.org/member-tour-Japan 

  Jim Garrison

For all the latest details on Garden events, including dates and times, go to  
japanesegarden.org/events and for reminders and updates, sign up for our weekly 
e-newsletter at japanesegarden.org/newsletter

With the transition of the seasons and daylight getting shorter, our hours will be adjusted. 
Beginning November 1st, our hours will be from 10am-3:30pm Wednesday through Monday, 
with the Garden closed on Tuesdays. Guests will have until 4:30pm to remain in the Garden 
after last admission at 3:30pm. Member hours will remain from 8am-10am, every day except 
Tuesday when the Garden is closed.

Winter Hours Return Starting November 1st

A member tour of Japan from years past.    Portland Japanese Garden

Takahiro Iwasaki:  
Nature of Perception Now Open   
 
Portland Japanese Garden is proud to have debuted a 
new art exhibition in its Pavilion and Calvin and Mayho 
Tanabe Galleries, Takahiro Iwasaki: Nature of Perception, 
now showing through December 4th. Japan Institute 
Artist-in-Residence Takahiro Iwasaki is a Hiroshima-
based artist who gained worldwide recognition when 
he represented Japan at the 2017 Venice Biennale, a 
renowned contemporary art and architectural exposition 
often described as the Olympics of the art world. 
Iwasaki’s architectural model of a historic Japanese gate 
has been transformed into an immersive installation, 
where his sculpture is suspended off the floor with an 
inverted duplicate model assembled underneath.   

More about Iwasaki and his time spent in Portland can 
be read on page 10. 

Tectonic Model (Paul Anderer, Kurosawa’s Rashomon) 
by Takahiro Iwasaki, 2023.    Jonathan Ley

Member-Only Hours & Tours 
 
In addition to regular member-only hours from 8-10am 
every day the Garden is open, Portland Japanese Garden 
members can enjoy seeing the Garden during extended 
evening hours. This is available for all membership 
levels. We also provide exclusive extended hours for our 
photographer members. Additionally, we offer garden 
tours exclusively for members on the first Saturday of 
every month. 

To learn more about membership benefits, including 
those for our photographer members, go to 
japanesegarden.org/membership

Extended Member Hours 

Open to all membership levels. 

October 13 / 4:30  - 6:00pm 
October 27 / 4:30  - 6:00pm

Extended Photographer  
Member Hours 

For photographer-level memberships only. 

October 19 / 4:30  - 6:00pm 
October 23 / 4:30  - 6:00pm 
November 2 / 4:30  - 6:00pm
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In Japan, the transition of seasons is revered for its impermanence. The fleeting 
nature of Japanese maples reaching peak color only heightens the anticipation 
of fall. In a part of the world better known for its year-round greenery, once 
a year, the Pacific Northwest comes to life with exquisite tone and texture. 
Throughout this season, Portland Japanese Garden is active as the lush, full, and 
matured trees from the summer transform into their autumn splendor, revealing 
brilliant shades of red and gold. When fall hits Portland Japanese Garden, it is 
absolutely stunning.  

To help you prepare for this highly anticipated time of year, we have a few 
suggestions on how to spend your time here. 

“The Tree”

On the northern end of the Strolling Pond Garden is a humble maple tree that 
has captured the attention of so many photographers that it is believed to be 
one of the most photographed trees in the world. Beautiful in every season, but 
particularly vibrant in autumn, “The Tree” has inspired people to drive great 
lengths to visit. In 2018, Oregon Public Broadcasting interviewed a guest to 
Portland Japanese Garden named Walter Santos. Santos traveled overnight from 
his home of San Diego to capture it on camera. “[I drove] 16 hours straight,” he 
shared.  “I saw on the website the colors were going, and I’m a photographer so 
whenever that happens, I’m there.” 

We highly recommend that members arrive during their exclusive morning 
hours from 8-10am to get in before the crowds arrive! And don’t forget 
to consider becoming a photographer member, which also offers special 
opportunities throughout the year to capture the landscape after the Garden 
closes to the public. 

Portland Japanese Garden Gets Ready for Golds  
and Crimsons of Fall 

The Return of Autumn’s Brilliance

Warm Up with Tea from the Umami 
Café 

With a design reminiscent of Kyoto’s Kiyomizu-dera 
temple, the Umami Café floats over the hillside and 
provides views of the area’s natural beauty in autumn. 
Tea is provided by the acclaimed Tokyo-based Jugetsudo 
tea company, while light snacks come from our 
partnership with Japanese food company, Ajinomoto 
as well as several local Japanese confectioneries, such 
as Yume Confections and Behind the Museum Café. 
Between its tea and miso soup, the Umami Café is the 
perfect place to take away the chill after walking the 
Garden’s landscape. 

Get Some Early Holiday Shopping 
Done 

Located in the Cultural Village, the Garden Gift Shop 
offers a unique mix of hand-selected items from Japan, 
including several items available nowhere else in the 
United States. Browse our meaningful and unique 
merchandise and take a piece of Portland Japanese 
Garden home. It’s the perfect place to begin shopping 
for your loved ones as the holiday season quickly 
approaches. 

Plan Your Visit 

While factors like temperature, light, and water 
all affect the onset and duration of the Garden’s 
autumn aesthetics, one can expect to start to see the 
transformation throughout the month of October. To 
help members and guests plan their visit, the Garden 
has set up its fall color tracker, which can be found at 
japanesegarden.org/fall-2023 

The Antique Gate surrounded by welcoming fall colors.    William Sutton

“The Tree,” one of the most photographed trees 
in the world.    Richard Welander

The Strolling Pond Garden 
basking in autumn colors.  

  Wayne Williams 
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When Portland Japanese Garden’s landscape was being planned, its original designer, Takuma Tono, 
determined that it should feature different garden styles that beckon back to different points in his 
native country’s history. While it was a departure from the norm, it was a brilliant decision that has 
helped inform millions of visitors on the nuances of Japanese garden design. That Tono would design 
the Garden this way comports entirely with a man who was a passionate educator.  

Takuma Tono was born in Osaka, Japan in 1891. Having earned a master’s degree in agriculture from 
Hokkaido University in Japan and a master’s degree in landscape design from Cornell University in New 
York, Tono was in his 70s when he was retained by the Japanese Garden Society of Oregon to transform 
the old site of an abandoned zoo into the space we know today. He was already known to many garden 
aficionados for his work at Brooklyn Botanic Garden - his recreation there of Kyoto’s renowned 
Ryoanji stone garden had earned a writeup in The New Yorker. Tono was also a respected professor 
at Tokyo Agricultural University. By the time he connected with the Garden’s first leaders he was 
already an established educator to college students and interested Westerners alike. In him, we see the 
earliest efforts of Portland Japanese Garden to be a place of cultural diplomacy, a term that has many 
definitions but generally be taken as a means of establishing peace and friendship through the mutual 
exchange of the arts, values, beliefs, customs, and more. 

In one of his earliest pieces of correspondence with the Garden’s first leaders in 1961, Tono thoughtfully 
explained the four garden styles he initially conceived of for Portland (the fifth, a Moss Garden that 
later became the Natural Garden, would be planned further into the process in 1967). He also shared 
information the raked gravel garden of Ryoanji, understanding that his clients may be unfamiliar with 
a garden that featured no living plants other than incidental moss. “To compare the garden of Ryoanji 
with traditional gardens in the West would be like comparing an abstract painting with traditional 
art—or contemporary symphonic music with the old well-known symphonies,” his document noted. 
“Whatever interpretation may be given…its beauty is said to be in the eye of the perceiver; its meaning is 
in the soul of the viewer.” 

Portland Japanese Garden’s original designer, Professor Takuma Tono, supervises the construction of the Flat Garden.  
   William “Robbie” Robinson

Letters from Portland Japanese Garden’s Original Designer 
Demonstrate Cultural Diplomacy was Foundational Element 

“Many Portlanders Will Get the Right Idea and 
Value of Japanese Culture Through This Garden” 

Tono also helped set the standard for authenticity that has garnered praise from several visiting 
Japanese dignitaries in the years Portland Japanese Garden has been open. This meant pushing back 
on ideas that would have jeopardized the organization’s perception with Japanese individuals. “There 
is no shrine planned for the Garden,” Tono wrote before criticizing the placement of a shrine in 
another Japanese garden in the U.S. “Perhaps that is ok for Americans, but it looks funny to us.” He 
also discouraged the installation of a statute of Buddha. “It is not customary to have a Buddha in the 
garden,” he wrote after having seen a statue that had been donated to the organization. “I saw the 
Buddha…that is very good for inside use and is very valuable. Myself, I’d rather it was not used in the 
garden…I’m glad that [Original Board Member Thomas Kerr] changed his mind.” 

It’s safe to say that Tono’s cultural diplomacy was met with enthusiasm in Portland. “I received your 
letter today, and of course, was so glad to have news of your safe arrival at your daughter’s home,” the 
Garden’s first Executive Secretary, Rubye Hildebrand, wrote to him in 1968. “I can imagine how glad 
they were to see you. Incidentally, have you any idea how sad we were to see you go? I, who am not 
given to tears, had a nice little ‘cry’ when I saw [Portland Japanese Garden’s first Garden Director, Kinya 
Hira (1964-69)] drive you away. Isn’t it strange, when one meets so many people, that you can be so 
affected by just one particular person?” 

Most of Tono’s correspondence did not possess the more high-minded principles of cultural diplomacy. 
Instead, his letters back and forth with his fellow Garden leaders mostly covered practical matters, 
things like scheduling transpacific flights and procuring cost estimates for garden materials, sometimes 
even asking if they still had his work boots in storage. However, his passion for sharing the gift of an 
authentic Japanese garden to the unacquainted would reveal itself. “In Portland, I wish everything to 
be truly Japanese, authentic, and refined,” he wrote to former Board President F. Warren Munro in 
1967. “Many Portlanders will get the right idea and value of Japanese culture through the medium of 
this Garden and its architecture,” he wrote two years earlier to Board President Thaddeus Bruno. As 
Portland Japanese Garden now celebrates 60 years, one can see he was right. 

The full article, as well as writing from Professor Tono about Japanese gardens, can be read at 
japanesegarden.org/thoughts-from-tono  

Note: While Professor Tono did speak and write in English, his busy schedule often prevented him from editing his 
letters for grammar and spelling. He once wrote, “…you may find some trouble with my words. Please use your 
nice imagination.” In that spirit, we have edited his writing for clarity. 

As part of our 60th anniversary, we’ll be highlighting a  
different element of our history in every issue of The  
Garden Path in 2023! You can find all of these stories by going  
to japanesegarden.org/60years 

60th Anniversary Special Story

One of Professor Tono’s early  
sketches of the Flat Garden.  

  Takuma Tono
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Takahiro Iwasaki admits that when he was first invited to Portland Japanese Garden 
in 2018 for a research trip ahead of becoming our Artist-in-Residence, he was 
not expecting much, having only encountered loose interpretations of Japanese 
landscape design and architectural principles outside of Japan. Yet, Iwasaki recalls 
setting foot through the Garden’s Antique Gate and feeling transported straight back 
to Japan. As an artist who finds inspiration in bonsai and ikebana philosophies, he 
was pleasantly surprised by the Garden’s authenticity and respect for nature. The 
Hiroshima-based artist also found kinship in the organization’s mission of Inspiring 
Harmony and Peace, a mindset intimately familiar to him and his hometown. Following 
the 1945 atomic bombing of Hiroshima, the prefecture capital rebuilt itself as a city 
of peace. This encouraged Iwasaki to contemplate ways his art could build bridges 
of understanding that lead to a more peaceful world.  

With these thoughts in mind, Iwasaki returned to his Hiroshima studio and set 
out to create one of his signature Reflection Models, sculptures that pay homage to 
Japan’s historic architecture and reference the reverential “mirror pond” tradition 
in Japanese landscape design. Each Reflection Model takes months of dedicated effort 
to construct, since it is not just one model but two, built to be suspended in air. In 
September, Iwasaki shipped his long-awaited sculpture from Japan and returned to 
Portland to debut Reflection Model (Rashomon). His three-week residency was spent 
creating an expansive sculptural installation for the Calvin and Mayho Tanabe 
Gallery that represents his understanding of the geography, infrastructure, and local 
industries that have given a home to Portland Japanese Garden. 

Japan Institute Artist-in-Residence Takahiro Iwasaki 
on His New Exhibition 

New Perspectives Found in Reflection  

N E T S U K E  E X H I B I T I O N  T O  D E B U T  I N  D E C E M B E R

In the world of netsuke, form and function meet to produce wonder 
and joy. Small enough to fit in the palm of a hand, these miniature 
carvings invite one to experience Japanese culture from the nation’s 
vibrant Edo period (1603–1868). Netsuke (pronounced nets-keh) were 
personal fashion accessories worn on the sash of a man’s kimono and 
reflect the ingenuity of their craftspeople, featuring designs filled 
with spirit, astounding detail, and entertaining style. 

On December 16th, an exhibition featuring Portland Japanese 
Garden’s extensive netsuke holdings from The Netsuke Collection 
of James R. Coonan, Denise C. Bates, and Lurline C. Menzies and 
The Marian Plumb Miller Collection will explore diverse stories that 
inspired netsuke forms, ranging from gods, heroes, and fantastical 
creatures to symbolic animals from the natural world. 

Unlike Iwasaki’s other Reflection Models, which are based on shrines and temples 
still in existence today, Rashomon references the classic 1950 Akira Kurosawa film 
of the same name. To Iwasaki, the lasting impact of that image of Kurosawa’s gate 
represents the initial portal that invited post-war populations to develop a genuine 
interest in Japanese culture. Within the film, the gate serves as an ominous backdrop 
to a story of lies and deceit. Yet, Iwasaki believes the film offers a more optimistic 
ending. In the final scenes, as the torrential rain fades away from the battered 
gate, the viewer is left imagining a horizon dotted with placid puddles. Puddles 
that Iwasaki knows from experience, capture the inverted reflection of the gate. A 
reflection that hints at a new perspective, a sense of hope about the future on the 
other side. 

Takahiro Iwasaki, Japan Institute Artist-in-Residence.    Nina Johnson

Japanese ivory netsuke, late 
18th century from The Netsuke 
Collection of James R. Coonan, 
Denise C. Bates and Lurline C. 
Menzies.   Nina Johnson

Portland Japanese Garden Arlene Schnitzer Curator of Culture, Art, and 
Education Aki Nakanishi (left) with Iwasaki on the Zig Zag Bridge  near the 
Heavenly Falls.    Nina Johnson 

Reflection Model (Rashomon) by Takahiro Iwasaki, 
2023.    Jonathan Ley
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The International Japanese Garden Training Center, one of Japan Institute’s three 
programmatic centers, teaches traditional skills and techniques for creating and 
fostering Japanese gardens. The Training Center’s flagship program is Waza to Kokoro: 
Hands and Heart, a seminar that educates professionals in Japanese principles of 
landscape design, construction, and gardening. This expertly tailored offering in a 
highly specialized field helps ensure that future generations of gardeners can help keep 
the art of Japanese gardening alive and thriving in the years to come. 

“Waza to Kokoro literally means ‘hands to heart,’” explains the Training Center’s 
Director and Portland Japanese Garden’s Chief Curator, Sadafumi Uchiyama. 
“However, what the title really does is signal that the seminar explores the relationship 
between doing and becoming. ‘Waza’ refers to technique and skill, a fluidity of action 
achieved through observation and repetition. ‘Kokoro’ extends beyond just ‘heart’; it 
encompasses one’s inner nature. These concepts, combined with understanding Chado 
(the way of tea), are the core of learning Japanese garden arts.”

Hugo Torii, Garden Curator, discussing the proper layout of a nobedan, a form of stone paving often seen in tea 
gardens.    Jonathan Ley

Full coverage of this year’s Waza to Kokoro intermediate seminar will be shared in an upcoming 
e-newsletter. Sign up at japanesegarden.org/newsletter

‘Waza’ refers to technique and skill, a fluidity of action achieved 

through observation and repetition. ‘Kokoro’ extends beyond 

just ‘heart’; it encompasses one’s inner nature.

S A D A F U M I  U C H I YA M A  |   D I R E CT O R,  I NT E R N AT I O N A L 

J A PA N E S E G A R D E N T R A I N I N G C E NT E R

Day One: The Way of Tea

While the seminars of the International Japanese Garden 
Training Center will eventually be held at Japan Institute’s 
campus near Forest Park, this year saw the return of its 
programming across a variety of spaces in the greater Portland 
metro area. On day one, Waza naturally started at Portland 
Japanese Garden, where participants were welcomed by 
Uchiyama with a walking tour of the landscape. 

Perhaps most importantly, the tour concluded with a visit to the 
Tea Garden, where they learned about Japanese tea ceremony 
from Jan Waldmann. Waldmann began the study of chado 
in 1971, while living in Japan. Over the years, she studied in 
both Japan and America, receiving her teaching degree from 
Urasenke Foundation in Kyoto, Japan, in 1989. “The traditional 
Japanese tea ceremony is a particular manner of preparing 
and drinking a bowl of tea,” Waldmann shares. “More than 
just making and serving tea, this tradition is based in formality. 
In many ways, it is a microcosm of the Japanese sense of 
omotenashi, which translates as wholehearted hospitality.” 

“The four principles of tea are wa (harmony), kei (respect), 
sei (purity), and jaku (tranquility),” explains Uchiyama. “In 
exploring these qualities, the gardener can draw connections 
to their own work, such as attention to aesthetics, careful 
preparation, sensitivity to the visitor’s experience, skill achieved 
through repetition, and being mindful of the larger reasons 
for creating and fostering a garden. Through tea, one can 
understand much of Japanese culture and that is why we begin 
every day of Waza to Kokoro with it.”

International Japanese Garden Training 
Center Director and Portland Japanese 
Garden Chief Curator Sadafumi Uchiyama 
demonstrates how to shape a stone.   

  Jonathan Ley

International Japanese Garden Training Center Welcomes 
Learners for 2023 Waza to Kokoro Seminar

The Relationship Between Doing and Becoming

This year’s one-week seminar was set at the intermediate level and welcomed 12 learners from 
locations dotted across the United States, including Denver, Tallahassee, Grand Rapids, and Lexington. 
These individuals, who work as gardeners, designers, and landscape architects were instructed by 
internationally respected and seasoned experts, including Portland Japanese Garden’s Garden Curator, 
Hugo Torii, Chado sensei Jan Waldmann, Councilor and Vice-Chairman of the International Activities 
Committee of the Garden Society of Japan and niwashi (garden master) Koukai Kirishima, Keihanna 
Commemorative Park Head Gardener and niwashi Tomohiko Muto, founding board member of the 
Aesthetic Pruners Association, Maryann Lewis, and Uchiyama, a niwashi in his own right. 
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Dona & John Tarpey 
Liz & Bob Warren 
Anonymous (4)  
 
 
$ 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 , 9 9 9

A Plus Tree, LLC 
Ruth Anderson & Michael Beebe 
Bartlett Tree Experts 
George & Patty Beall 
Martha & Anthony Belluschi 
Priscilla Bernard Wieden 
Brown Printing Inc. 
Sandra Chandler & Chris Schaefer 
Deborah & Jim Coonan 
Creo Chocolate 
Douglas & Bee de Weese 
Mrs. Margueritte H. Drake and the  
	 Margueritte Hirschbuhl Drake Fund,  
	 Oregon Community Foundation 
Julie & Wayne Drinkward 
Bart & Jill Eberwein 
Susan & Greg Fitz-Gerald  
Katherine & Mark Frandsen 
Freeland Spirits 
Donald Gibson  
Bob & Jeanne Frasca Fund, Oregon  
	 Community Foundation 
Mrs. Ronna Hoffman 
Tatsuo Ito & Kohgetsu Aoki and  
	 SEH America, Inc. 
Salena Johnson 
Allan Karsk & Keith Berglund 
Elizabeth M. King 
Catherine & John Knox 
Nikki & Yoshio Kurosaki and the  
	 Kurosaki Family Fund, Oregon  
	 Jewish Community Foundation
Naoki Kuze and St. Cousair, Inc. 
James D. Lynch &  
	 Robby Cunningham  
The Maas & Marglous Family 
Lisa Maulhardt & Joseph Okies, Jr.  
Kelly & Steve McLeod  
Mercer Advisors 
Chris & Tom Neilsen and the  
	 Neilsen Family Fund, Oregon  
	 Community Foundation 
Nancy Netwal 
NW Natural Gas Co. 
The Oregonian 
Mary & Alex Polson 
Port of Portland 
Jennifer & Charles Putney 
Gary & Sue Reynolds 

Trudy & Pat Ritz, Ritz Family  
	 Foundation 
Room & Board 
Cathy & Jim Rudd 
Catherine & Taisuke Sasanuma 
Martha Sharman &  
	 John Warren Reid Jr. 
Smith Rock 
Michael Speight & Myunghye Han  
The Standard 
Pamela Still 
Drs. Mayho & Calvin Tanabe 
Zachary Vinton 
Alice & Wim Wiewel 
William & Ann Rasnake 
Lynn & Jeffrey Wolfstone 
Carmen Wong & Arjun Chatrath 
Anonymous (2) 

$ 2 , 5 0 0 - $ 4 , 9 9 9
 
Trish Adams 
Roudabeh Akhavein 
Arden Event Collective 
John Benson & Virginia Tilden
Janice Bleibaum 
Evona Brim 
Broughton & Mary Bishop Family  
	 Foundation 
Diane & James Burke 
Eric & Robin Busch 
Chef Naoko 
James Cox & Brenda Nuckton 
Anne & James Crumpacker 
Diane Ditmer 
David & Beth Ferguson 
Doyle Forister & Gary Sheldon 
Geffen Mesher 
Ann Goetcheus 
Peter & Mim Gray 
Sandra & Jeffrey Grubb 
Margaret Hacker 
Ms. Susan Halton and the  
	 Halton Foundation 
Merle & Andrew Hashimoto 
Mike Henningsen Fund, Oregon  
	 Community Foundation 
Tomoe Horibuchi & Kihachiro Nishiura 
Intel Corporation: Employee Donation  
	 Match 
The Jackson Foundation 
The Jasmine Pearl Tea Company 
David Katz & Lee Katman 
Aase Kendall 
Jane R. Kendall Family Fund, Oregon  
	 Community Foundation 
Joyce & Stanley Loeb 
Kathy Lou 
Doug & Theresa Lovett 
Susan & Peter Lynn 
Curtis W. Marble  
Alyssa McCulloch & Adam Feiges  
John Miller & Janet Geary 
Erin Moeschler & Robb Rathe 
Glenn Moore 
Bruce & Jeanette Morrison 
Elisabeth T. Nakamichi  

Rikki Ninomiya  
Obon Shokudo 
Paramount Hotel 
Park Lane Suites and Inn 
Shirley & David Pollock 
Wayne M. Quimby &  
	 Michael Roberts-Quimby 
Russell & Mary Reid 
Pat Reser 
Laura Schlafly 
Scott & Charldene Schneier 
Susan Schnitzer & Greg Goodman 
Peter Shinbach 
Steven H. Smith & Dennis C. Johnson 
Marie & Thomas Spence 
Pamela Still 
Ernie Stoddard 
Mary Sharman & Mitchell Sundquist 
Deborah Thomas & Betty Curtis  
Hiro Tsuji & James Knodell  
Tom & Ann Usher 
Shiro Wakui & Masako Kubo  
David Willis 
Susan Winkler 
Suzanne & Craig Zarling 

$ 1 , 5 0 0 - $ 2 , 4 9 9

Abbvie Inc.: Employee Donation Match 
Acorn Fund, Oregon Community  
	 Foundation
Sally Adkins & William Bostian 
Ravinda Ahluwalia & Kavleen Sahni 
Susan & Dean N. Alterman 
K. Andreasen 
Julieann & Alan Barker 
Steve Biemel  
Randy & Kim Boehm 
Elizabeth “Ibby” Brooke 
Richard Louis Brown & Thomas Mark 
Renee Carisio-Farber & Jeffrey Farber 
The Chicago Community Foundation  
Stephen Chipps & Laura Sherrill 
Nova Chou 
Tim & Lisa Christy  
Kathryn & John Cochran 
Jonah Cohen 
Truman Collins 
George Cummings 
Danziger Family Foundation,  
	 The Chicago Community  
	 Foundation 
Cameron & Dick Davis 
Mary Dickson 

DLR Group 
Kristen A. Dozono 
Karen & Jonathan Dunn 
Gail Durham & E Benno Philippson 
Marilyn Easly, in memory of  
	 David Easly
Lauren Eulau & Paul Schneider  
Rodger Flint 
Flowerree Foundation 
Mikiko Flynn 
Kelley Forseth and Clarity Consulting
Judith Free & Paul Hamborg 
Frederick & Rosemarie Fulton 
Steve & Peggy Garber 
Mimi Gardner Gates  
Andra Georges & Timothy Shepard
Barbara Giesy 
Karl & Shelagh Glaser 
Howard Greisler 
Marianna Grossman 
Bruce Guenther &  
	 Eduardo A. Vides, M.D. 
Hacker Architects 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Halvorsen 
Cynthia Hampton  
Cynthia & Andrew Haruyama 
Etsuko Harvey 
Hasegawa Kogyo Co., Ltd.  
Don Hastler & Dan Bergsvik 
Jay A. Henry & Demi Haffenreffer 
Helen Herman 
Scott Hillson 
Philip Hoefer 
Mary & Gordon Hoffman 
Mara Hook & Steve Polkow 
Nancy L. Richmond &  
	 William A. Hughes 
Elizabeth Hulick & Mark Handley 
Kerstin & Joshua Husbands 
Lois Jackson 
Janelle & Lee Jimerson 
Bradford Johnston & Julie Evans 
Kristen Kern 
Selby & Douglas Key 
Bonnie Laun 
Polly & Ron Lauser
Elizabeth Leach & Bert Berney 
Megan & Ralph Leftwich 
Patricia T. Leiser & Gary Leiser  
Ross M. Lienhart, Edward Lienhart  
	 Family Foundation 
Sandra Loeb 
saRah Mahler 
Mark Spencer Hotel  
Tim Mather 

Cumulative giving to the Annual Fund from June 1, 2022 
through July 31, 2023
 
Global Ambassadors, our members and donors residing 
more than 120 miles from Portland, Oregon, are 
recognized with a globe icon next to their name. Janet McCormick & Stephanie Walker 

Patricia & Steven McNeal  
Richard Milgrim  
Multnomah County Cultural Coalition 
John & Nancy Murakami 
Anne Naito-Campbell 
Mrs. Hester H. Nau & Leslie Willhite 
Lynne Naughton 
Omomuki Foundation  
Oregon Cultural Trust 
Oregon Venture Fund 
Marianne Perrin
James H. Peters & Hitomi Tamura 
Jason Pfingstmann 
Kimberly & Stan Prosser 
Providence: Employee Donation Match 
Lee & Ronald Ragen 
Susan & Michael Rego 
Nan Roberston 
Valerie Sasaki 
Patrick Simpson & Margaret Bolger 
Sudha & Siva Sivakumar 
Sylvia Skarstad 
Susan & William L. Smith 
St. Honore Bakery 
Dawn M. States & Stephen Smith  
Deborah & Michael Stewart 
Angela Summers  
Charles J. & Caroline Swindells  
	 Charitable Fund, Oregon Community  
	 Foundation 
Tarbell Family Foundation  
Kimberlie Tardie 
Rebecca & Russell Teasdale 
Dr. Marilyn L. Rudin, MD &  
	 Richard S. Testut, Jr. 
Paul & Jayne Thompson  
Connie & Tom Thomsen 
Cathy & Greg Tibbles 
Rena & Cheryl Tonkin 
Hugo & Akiko Torii 
Miriam C. Trahan  
Robert Trotman 
Susan & John Turner 
Dawn & Sadafumi Uchiyama 
Vista Capital 
Frank Piacentini & Sara Weinstein 
Bess Wills 
Richard & Ellen Wopat 
Danny Wu 
Joji Yoshimura & Michael Kronstadt 
Anonymous (1) 

To see this list online, go to 
japanesegarden.com/support-your-garden 
For corrections, contact 
development@japanesegarden.org

  Bruce Forster

  Portland Japanese Garden

If you would like to make a donation or have any questions about the Golden Crane Society, please contact 
Claire Eisenfeld, Director of Philanthropy, at (503) 542-0281 or ceisenfeld@japanesegarden.org.

Thank you

  Bruce Forster
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Members of the Phoenix Legacy Society have 
named the Garden as the ultimate beneficiary of 
a planned gift. We are grateful to the following 
people for letting us know of their plans to support 
the Garden in this enduring way.  

Ruth Anderson & Michael Beebe 
Esther “Ricky” Appleman 
Carole Beauclerk 
Barbara Bell 
Diane Benjamin 
Melanie Billings-Yun 
Steve Bloom 
Judy Bradley & Dave Mitchell 
Susan C. Brown 
Carla Caesar & Nora King 
Robert Caragher 
Sandra Chandler & Chris Schaefer 
Mora Chartrand & Linda Grant 
Teresa Chiu & Jeffrey Livingston 
Mary Dickson 
David & Nancy Dowell 
Mrs. Margueritte H. Drake 
Elaine West Durst 
Doyle Forister & Gary Sheldon 
Yoko Fukuta 
Ms. Susan Halton 
John Hembroff & Shari Macdonald 
Ron & Jenny Herman 
Geoffrey Hoefer 
Albert Horn 
Ann & Jerry Hudson 
Janelle Marie Jimerson 

If you would like to include the 
Garden in your estate plans, or 
if you have already done so and 
would allow us to list you as a 
Legacy Society Member,  
please contact Claire Eisenfeld, 
Director of Philanthropy, at  
(503) 542-0281 or  
ceisenfeld@japanesegarden.org.

Mary Kay Johnson 
Elizabeth M. King 
Valerie Lau 
Ron & Polly Wall Lauser 
John & Lisa Lehman 
David & Diane Levinthal 
Patricia Locktov 
Linda & Don McNeill 
Ashley McQuade 
Gordon Olson 
Jeannie & Ron Prindle 
Wayne M. Quimby &  
	 Michael Roberts-Quimby 
Gary & Sue Reynolds
Dr. Marilyn L. Rudin, MD &  
	 Richard S. Testut, Jr. 
W. Curtis Schade &  
	 Jacquie Siewert-Schade 
Michele & Douglas Shapiro 
Richard C. Stetson Jr. 
Ernie Stoddard 
Ann & John Symons 
Drs. Mayho & Calvin Tanabe 
Bruce & Susan Winthrop 
Carmen Wong 
Anonymous (5) 

Path to Peace 
Campaign for 
Japan Institute

Recognizing all those who have made a gift in support of our Path 
to Peace Campaign for the Japan Institute, helping us be a leading 
global voice for cultural understanding, in pursuit of a more peaceful, 
sustainable world. 

$ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 + 

Jenny Herman 
State of Oregon 
Travers & Vasek Polak 
Drs. Mayho & Calvin Tanabe 
Robert & Debb Zagunis 
 

$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 9 9 , 9 9 9  

Jeanne Giordano
Anonymous (1)  
 

$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 4 9 9 , 9 9 9  
 
The Brookby Foundation  
Sandra Chandler & Chris Schaefer 
James R. Coonan, Denise C. Bates, &  
	 Lurline C. Menzies 
Anne & James Crumpacker 
The de Weese Family 
Eberwein Family 
Sally C. Gibson  
Will Green & Martín Palomar 
Mrs. Ronna Hoffman 
The Lora L. & Martin N. Kelley Family  
	 Foundation Trust 
Dylan & Maia Lawrence 
Lani McGregor & Daniel Schwoerer 
Gary & Sue Reynolds 
Dorie & Larry Vollum and the  
	 Jean Vollum Fund of the Vanguard 
Anonymous (1) 

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 9 , 9 9 9 
 
Katherine & Mark Frandsen 
Carol Frankel 
Nikki & Yoshio Kurosaki and the  
	 Kurosaki Family Fund, Oregon  
	 Jewish Community Foundation 
Portland Japanese Garden Foundation  
The Prime Minister’s Office of Japan

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 - 4 9 , 9 9 9

Dede & Joe DeJager 
Fred Delanoy & Jane Witter 
Susan & Greg Fitz-Gerald 
Hampton Family Foundation
Charles Jenkins & James Dixon, in  
	 memory of Marie Hooper Jenkins 
Family of Lawrence R. Green 
Cathy Hitchcock
Joyce Loeb 
Lindley Morton & Corinne Oishi 
Cathy & Jim Rudd 
Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA 
Dori Schnitzer
Susan Schnitzer & Greg Goodman 
Drake & Lynn Snodgrass and  
	 Drake’s 7 Dees 
Dona & John Tarpey 
Lynn & Jeffrey Wolfstone 
Susan Gail Vander Heide, in memory  
	 of Tony Vander Heide 
Carmen Wong & Arjun Chatrath 
Woodard Family Foundation

U N D E R  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0

Trish Adams 
Ruth Anderson & Michael Beebe 
Broughton & Mary Bishop Foundation 
Mora Chartrand & Linda Grant 
Delta Air Lines 
Nick & Janet De Morgan 
William A. Hughes &  
	 Nancy L. Richmond 
Polly & Ron Lauser 
Janelle & Lee Jimerson 
Paul Loving 
Shiro & Michiyo Nakane 
Yoneko Shimizu-Dalton
SN Charitable Foundation 
Michael Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Timbanard 
Generous Support from the  
	 Portland Japanese Garden  
	 volunteers for the  
	 Artist-in-Residence program 
Alice & Wim Wiewel 
Anonymous (1) 

  Hunter Chesnut

  Tyler Quinn

Tribute Gifts  
& Donations

Memorials and Honoraria 
May 1, 2023- May 31, 2023

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
T H O M  H A C K E R

Max Underwood & Connie Cravens 
Martha Denison 
Sarah Gonnella 

 
G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
D A V I D  E A R L  L O U 

Kathy Lou
Linda Wiggins 

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
A L A N  R A G A I N S 

Gentry Dinsmore 

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
P A T R I C I A  C H I A R E L L I 

Dawn Martinez 

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
M I R I A M  K I S O 

Michelle & Brian Waters 

G I F T  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  
H A N N E L O R E  O T T 

Michael Keiser 

 

G I F T  I N  H O N O R  O F  
R O N N A  H O F F M A N 

Wayne Quimby &  
Michael Roberts-Quimby 

G I F T  I N  H O N O R  O F  
C Y N T H I A  H A R U Y A M A 

Horticulture Group VI 
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Garden Volunteers Garth Massey (left) and Al Horn (right) float candles during 
the toro nagashi (lantern floating) portion of O-Bon in August.    Portland 
Japanese Garden

Portland Japanese Garden Board of 
Trustees Member Dorie Vollum chats with 

Chief Curator Sadafumi Uchiyama during 
the Garden’s Conversations with the Chief 

Curator event in September.   
  Nina Johnson

Acclaimed spirits writer Dave Broom and Portland 
Japanese Garden’s Arlene Schnitzer Curator of Culture, 
Art, and Education, Aki Nakanishi, lead a tour during In 
Praise of Time, an event celebrating Suntory’s 100th 
anniversary, in partnership with Multnomah Whisk{e}y 
Library.    Nina Johnson

Hugo Torii, Garden Curator of Portland 
Japanese Garden, gives Japan Institute 
Artist-in-Residence Takahiro Iwasaki a 
guided tour of the Garden.   

  Portland Japanese Garden

Chief Blender of Suntory Whisky, 
Shinji Fukuyo, leads a whisky 
tasting during In Praise of Time, 
an event celebrating Suntory’s 
100th anniversary, in partnership 
with Multnomah Whisk{e}y 
Library.    Nina Johnson

Reverend Zuigaku Kodachi chants the 
Lotus Sutra during Portland Japanese 

Garden’s O-Bon event in August.   
  Portland Japanese Garden

Portland Japanese 
Garden Senior 

Gardener Jason Wiley 
provides instruction 

during a maple pruning 
workshop. 

  Jonathan Ley

O C T O B E R / N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3 19



60TH AN NIVERSA RY FUN FACT  |   DID YOU KNOW ...? NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID.
PERMIT NO. 827
PORTLAND, OR

The larger of the Flat Garden’s two Japanese maples, symbolic of autumn splendor, arrived at Portland Japanese 
Garden in November 1972, a generous donation from Mrs. Brown of Sellwood. Alongside a slightly smaller 
variation, these maples elegantly preserve the memory of their predecessor, the first tree planted in the Garden 
which had rotted. The Japanese Garden Society had reached out to the Portland community in hopes they 
might find a new tree that would honor the first’s enchanting tangle of ornate branches. Mrs. Brown, whose first 
name was not reported at the time, heard of the Garden’s need and, in memory of her late husband, gifted her 
magnificent tree to the organization. The new maple has flourished in its new home ever since. 
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