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Akemashite omedeto gozaimasu.
Happy New Year!

Portland Japanese Garden has much to celebrate
as 2023 is the year the Garden turns 60-years-
old! Back in 1963, a group of community leaders
interested in healing the wounds of World War

II created this garden of tranquility and peace,
designed to bring a better understanding of Japan,
its culture, and its people. 60 years later, it has
become so much more. With each milestone that
we reach, I am reminded time and time again of

how extraordinary this Garden’s journey has been.
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Together, we have ushered Portland Japanese
Garden into a new era of engagement,
inclusiveness, and exploration, building both

a local and global community along the way.
Through the work of the new Japan Institute,
already, we have gained a meaningful glimpse of
the impact we can make, be it with world-class
art exhibitions in the Garden, pruning workshops
with local gardeners, the presentation of Peace
Lanterns to the cities of Nagasaki, Hiroshima, and
Tokyo, or our internationally coordinated Peace
Symposia in Japan and the United Kingdom. Both
near and far, we are touching lives and spreading
the ideals of peace upon which we were founded.

Just as year 60 (kanreki) in Japan is seen as the
beginning of a new chapter filled with hope and
possibilities, so too is the feeling for the year
ahead. On this most important of birthdays,

we will see Portland Japanese Garden receive
the extraordinary gift of a significant cultural
property from Japan — a castle gate originally

iebid, SEXEREELERTLH T, aiEi D
Ol TR R T 2R RA L2 Y] 3 L [
12, RO = = ERN I 2 =74 — %R
WCEEL, ZLTH, 9%y A YRT4T2—bD
RALERRIC, BEENE. KD R TR TR R S A8
RIBZUENR DB X HICKELIHES kb %
3 BRI, IRE - Bl - B v R V& ER A OEA]
DB (=272 &Y) OFMe, HALAF VAT
B LZERE—2 - oV RY LY, ke LTA
REERT D5, fhF2BOTEENEHFICA 2ot o b
PEZIHRODTVET,

HATIX60i& %M 2% LRBOBHELE T, 604
2, B TOTEDP—KUANEDH - REOIHEEYTH
B EZBLNTWS XS, FFbbOHTIBATY
X/ EoTBE T,



built in 1601 by Japan’s greatest shogun, Tokugawa
Ieyasu (1543-1616). The Zeze Castle Korai Gate,
or “Zeze Gate” for short, once stood as the Main
Gate located at southern-most entrance to Zeze
Castle in Otsu, Shiga on the shores of Lake Biwa.

I have now had the opportunity to see the Zeze
Gate twice on recent trips to Japan this past fall...
and it is MAGNIFICENT! Primary restoration

of the Zeze Gate has been completed in Japan,
with the remaining restoration to occur on-site
at Portland Japanese Garden in 2023 and 2024.
Currently, the Zeze Gate is being dismantled into
thousands of pieces, packed into 20 shipping
containers, and transported by sea across the
Pacific from Japan to Oregon. By June of 2024,
this new gate will serve the important role of
welcoming around half a million visitors to
Portland Japanese Garden!

In September, we hope to break ground on our
Japan Institute campus renovation project in
NW Portland. With a modest budget, we are
prioritizing artistic and programming spaces,
which include studios for pottery, Japanese
textiles, and photography, along with a garden
design and resource center. This also includes
the renovation of the campus chapel, reimagined

by the renowned Kengo Kuma and Associates
(KKAA) into a Glass Theater. In this new venture,
KKAA will work in glass art for the first time
thanks to an exciting collaboration with our
longtime partners and friends at Bullseye Glass
Co.
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During the Peace Symposium Tokyo 2022,
“Peacemaking at the Intersection of Culture, Art, and
Nature” in September, our guest speaker, Her
Imperial Highness, Princess Tsuguko of Takamado
offered some heartfelt words that I wanted to share
with all of you. She said, “Various races, religions,
and customs may differ, but the ‘garden’ is found in
all civilizations. Gardens are rarely completed in

a single generation. Almost all of them rely on the
natural environment and the continued activities of
future generations.”

These words ring so true and remind us that, WE
are today’s generation that has been entrusted
with the stewardship of this important cultural
treasure we call Portland Japanese Garden. We
are reminded each day as we look across the
complicated landscape of this global community
in which we live, that the need to share our unique
story, our beautiful Garden, and our important
cultural values, feels stronger than ever. What a
privilege we all share in this stewardship role we
play together, to touch so many lives, to create
and sustain such beauty, to bring comfort and joy,
and to do so all with the simple mission: Inspiring
Harmony & Peace.

Wishing each of you and yours the
happiest of New Years and peace on Earth,

pas SN

Steve Bloom
CEO
Portland Japanese Garden
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