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Greetings,

We have officially transitioned from springtime’s
vibrant color to a verdant summer sanctuary. The
days are warmer, the sun shines longer and we
find ourselves in a lush paradise during this time
of the year at Portland Japanese Garden. We’re
grateful to be returning to normalcy — all of our
staff are vaccinated, we’ve eliminated nearly all
of our COVID restrictions, and we’re finally able
to reconnect with one another.

First, I wanted to share some exciting news.
Joining our International Advisory Board is Asian
art historian and scholar, Mimi Gardener Gates.
As you may know, Gates was most recently the
Director of the Seattle Art Museum for 15 years
and brings with her a wealth of knowledge and
passion for the Asian arts. [ look forward to
introducing her to you in the coming months and
seeing how we can continue to expand Portland
Japanese Garden’s reach on a global scale and
develop innovative programs.
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On-site at the Garden, we just wrapped up a
spectacular art exhibition, Painting Paradise:

Art of Daisuke Nakano, which featured beautiful
paintings by the avant-garde nihonga-style artist.
We were able to host our first in-person event

in over a year with the Golden Crane Annual
Reception in early July. And during the summer
Olympics in Tokyo, KGW, the local NBC affiliate,
is broadcasting live from the Garden every
morning of the Olympics. Through their lens,
we’re able to share the beauty and tranquility

of Portland Japanese Garden, our connection
with Japan, and how we enrich our community
through cultural understanding and experience
of nature.
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We’re excited to be bringing back modified
in-person experiences — that despite the
wonderful virtual programs we’ve participated
in and shared over the pandemic — we’ve all
missed dearly. This month, we will have our first
in-person maple pruning workshop from the
International Japanese Garden Training Center
since 2019. To add to an eventful summer, we
will also offer our annual artisan marketplace,
Behind the Shoji. Last but not least, we have plans
to bring members together through our beloved
summer cultural festivals and celebrate O-Bon
and Moonviewing.
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Above all, we feel fortunate for these upcoming
opportunities, which help us continue to steward
our world-class gardens and present vibrant
cultural programming so that we, and those who
visit us from around the world, can have a space
to think about our shared humanity and common
values, and to create a bit more peace in the world.

With gratitude,
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Steve Bloom
CEO, Portland Japanese Garden
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