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Greetings,

With the colorful leaves having fallen here at
Portland Japanese Garden and with mother nature
announcing that it is time for another year to end, I
find myself reflecting on this past year. It has been an
incredible one, and I'm quite proud to share just some
of our first-time accomplishments made in 2019.

In the first half of the year, I explored and stewarded
partnerships acquired during my six-month residency
in Japan, such as our evolving partnership with Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew.

In June, we welcomed Sapporo Mayor Katsuhiro
Akimoto to Portland with his delegation. They were
here for the many celebratory activities surrounding
the 60th anniversary of the Portland and Sapporo

sister-city relationship (read all about it on pages 3-5).

It’s a relationship we continue to nurture and cherish
as we celebrate the ties between us.

This summer, Portland Japanese Garden presented
the West Coast’s first-ever official lecture and
tasting of prime Japanese whiskies by Suntory
Spirits Limited’s Chief Blender Emeritus and Whisky
Magazine Hall of Fame inductee, Seiichi Koshimizu.

It was a humbling experience when the Japan
Foundation in Los Angeles approached us about
bringing three authentic geisha from Kyoto to the
United States for a series of cultural events across the
West Coast. For their inaugural program this year,
the geisha came first to our city in September before
touring California. They performed traditional dance
and music, answered questions, and played classic
geisha games at Portland Japanese Garden.

For our final art exhibition of 2019, Japanese fine
artist, Noritaka Tatehana, created new, never-before
exhibited art for his first North American solo
exhibition at Portland Japanese Garden. The works
included deep explorations of themes and subjects
that have appeared in some of his most celebrated
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series, including his famous heel-less shoes worn by
Lady Gaga, his “Void Sculpture” sword pieces, and his
dramatically oversized kanzashi (hairpin) sculptural
series. For the reception, First Lady of Japan, Ms. Akie
Abe, sent a congratulatory flower arrangement to the
opening reception.

Next year, Portland Japanese Garden is welcoming
2020 as the Year of Peace and is dedicating all

its programming to the work of peace. I hope the
holidays bring you real joy, happiness, and peace as
we look forward to 2020.

Sincerely,

P YR

Steve Bloom
Chief Executive Officer
Portland Japanese Garden
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' Clockwise from left: Noritaka
Tatehana; Seiichi Koshimizu
and Naomi Pomeroy at
the Whisky Tasting event;
Congratulatory note from
First Lady of Japan
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Sapporo and Portland:
Sisters for 60 Years

At Portland Japanese Garden, an 18-foot pagoda
lantern stands tall beyond the Wisteria Arbor.
Presented to Portland by the City of Sapporo, the five
stories of the pagoda symbolize earth, water, fire,
wind, and sky. The stone arrangement at the base
below, a stone likeness of Hokkaido, was designed

to reflect the shape of the island. It’s just one of the
many ways Portland Japanese Garden pays homage
every day to Portland’s valuable cultural connection
to Sapporo.

Sapporo and Portland share a special bond: a sister-
city relationship that turned 60 this year.

This summer, Portland welcomed a 90-member
delegation from Sapporo, led by the Sapporo Mayor,
Katsuhiro Akimoto, to celebrate the anniversary. The
annual Portland Rose Festival also commemorated
the 60th anniversary of the Portland-Sapporo
relationship with a host of celebratory activities.

Portland Japanese Garden joined city-wide
celebrations with a focus on Hokkaido and Sapporo,
including Hokkaido-themed art exhibitions and
cultural programming. Mayor Akimoto visited the
Garden to help kick off the art exhibition, Forest of
Dreams: Ainu and Native American Wood Carvings
(see pages 4-5) before taking part in the annual Rose
Festival Grand Floral Parade through downtown
Portland.

In August, the City of Sapporo and Portland Japanese
Garden presented a Sapporo Festival designed to
showcase the quintessential Sapporo street food
culture with Sapporo-born miso ramen and Sapporo
Beer. The festival took place in conjunction with
Portland Japanese Garden’s popular celebration
honoring the spirits of one’s ancestors, the O-Bon
Festival.
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Celebrating the Past,
Present, and Future

One of the major highlights of the 60th sister-city
anniversary celebration involved the rededication of
the Sapporo Peace Bell gifted to Portland by the city
of Sapporo 30 years ago. It had been on display at

the Oregon Convention Center (OCC) for the past 30
years, but due to renovations at the OCC, a new home
was built on the southeast corner of the grounds. This
move presented an opportunity to celebrate the 60th
Anniversary and to demonstrate a more inclusive
exchange.

“Diversifying and strengthening the connections
between our cities is critical to our future as we
collaborate to build a better world,” said Michael
Bacon, President of the Portland Sapporo Sister City
Association. This auspicious occasion facilitated
significant reflection and excitement about the past,
present and future of our two cities. Both Sapporo
Mayor Akimoto and Portland Mayor Wheeler shared
their reflections on the importance of this friendship
between our two great cities.

“This sister city relationship is not just Portland’s
longest-standing, but one of our nation’s oldest. This
stands as a testament to the strong ties that are shared
between our two cities,” said Portland Mayor, Ted
Wheeler. “Out of this friendship, a thriving economic
partnership has blossomed. Our strong international
ties continue to benefit our cities both culturally and
economically.”
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Celebrating in Sapporo

On October 25, Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler and
his delegation joined Sapporo Mayor Katsuhiro
Akimoto in Sapporo, Hokkaido to celebrate the 60th
Anniversary memorial ceremony and reception for
the sister-city relationship. From Portland Japanese
Garden, CEO Steve Bloom joined the mayoral
delegation and presented a replica of the Garden’s

Peace Lantern to commemorate the anniversary from
citizens of Portland and Portland Japanese Garden to
the city of Sapporo.

From left to right: Michael Bacon,
President of Portland-Sapporo Sister City
Association; Ted Wheeler, Mayor of City
of Portland; Katsuhiro Akimoto, Mayor
of City of Sapporo; Steve Bloom, CEO of
Portland Japanese Garden.
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Steve Bloom’s Remarks
at the 60th Anniversary
Ceremony in Sapporo

Mayor Akimoto and all of our friends here in Sapporo,
I would like to say thank you all for inviting us to the
celebration to honor our 60-year friendship.

As Mayor Wheeler said, the sister-city relationship
between Portland and Sapporo is unlike any other.
Portland Japanese Garden is an extension of the
strong relationship and connections between
Portland and Sapporo.

The Garden was founded out of the sister-city
relationship and because of the desire to grow people-
to-people cultural ties between our two countries 56
years ago. It was a time when the memory of World
War Il remained fresh and raw on both sides... and
tensions were still high. But over the past 6 decades,
the Garden has done its job in bridging our cities and
our countries and healing the wounds of that war.

Next year, Portland Japanese Garden will mark the
75th anniversary of the end of WWII by proclaiming
2020 “the Year of Peace,” and Hiroshima and
Nagasaki will play a central role. We are dedicating
all of our cultural programming to the idea that
through people-to-people understanding, we

can in fact find ways to come together as a global
community.

The Peace Lantern at Portland Japanese Garden

has been a symbol of what we stand for—and have
stood for—since the very beginning. The lantern was
initially a gift of peace to the city of Portland from
the mayor of Yokohama and the people of Japan. It
arrived on the very first commercial Japanese ship to
come to Portland after World War II. It is inscribed
with the words “Casting the Light of Everlasting
Peace.”

On behalf of Portland Japanese Garden and indeed all
of the citizens of Portland, it is my great honor today
to gift this replica Peace Lantern to commemorate the
60th anniversary of our sister-city relationship... and
to recommit to a relationship that I see only growing
stronger in the years to come, as we work together,

on both sides of the Pacific, in “Casting the Light of
Everlasting Peace.”

Thank you.
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Announcing The Japan Institute
at Portland Japanese Garden

In October 2019, at the Ambassador’s residence in Washington DC,
the Ambassador to Japan—along with Mrs. Shinsuke J. Sugiyama
and Portland Japanese Garden—announced exciting news for
2020: the establishment of The Japan Institute of Portland Japanese
Garden.
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