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Greetings,

It is with gratitude and excitement that I embark on a
Japan residency for six months to advance the work of
the Portland Japanese Garden. This work abroad will
focus on expanding the Garden’s network throughout
Japan as well as in Japanese garden and cultural
centers internationally.

I did a similar residency in 2006 which led

to transformational changes in the Garden’s
programming as well as in the Japanese garden field
overall. The work at that time was instrumental

in creating our International Advisory Board,
establishing the North American Japanese Garden
Association, and rekindling our relationship with
Tokyo University of Agriculture, where original
Garden designer Professor Takuma Tono once taught.
It was also crucial in establishing the International
Japanese Garden Training Center in Portland, opening
doors to living artists like Ray Morimura and Kunio
Kaneko, and forging extraordinary alliances with
preeminent cultural partners like the Tsurugaoka
Hachimangu shrine in Kamakura.

Now, with new spaces, more cultural events, and of
course a garden that is more beautiful than ever, it

is time to open new doors for the organization. This
residency will be centered in Japan where I will travel
in pursuit of partnerships with scholars, lecturers,
performers, craft specialists, and of course garden
experts. As our Training Center continues to grow,
it’s time to deepen our network of people who can
teach and refer students. In this way, we can continue
toward preserving the art form of Japanese gardens
throughout the world.

Looking beyond Japan, an important part of my work
will be to share the Portland Japanese Garden’s story
with my counterparts who lead the great gardens of
the world. From the Gardens by the Bay in Singapore
to the Classical Gardens of Suzhou, China, cultivating
an exchange with these world-class gardens will
bring awareness to the remarkable work being done
in Portland, Oregon. More importantly, this exchange
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will provide invaluable insights as we respond to the
increasing demand for green spaces, the changing
climate, and pursuing excellence in authenticity.

Finally, I'm incredibly excited to seek collaboration
opportunities with Japanese cultural centers around
the world. I'll be visiting Los Angeles, London, and Sao
Paulo where the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
has recently opened JAPAN HOUSE, a center dedicated
to fostering awareness and appreciation for Japan.

I can hardly wait to discover what awaits us.
Sincerely,

P W

Stephen Bloom
Chief Executive Officer
Portland Japanese Garden
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Portland Japanese Garden
Celebrates 55 Years

Portland Japanese Garden’s 55th Anniversary Gala in
2018 was a truly memorable evening!

Thanks to our generous sponsors and attendees,
the event raised more than $350,000 to support the
Garden’s artistic and cultural programming.

Thank you!

To view more images, please visit japanesegarden.org/
gala

From left to right: Steve Bloom, CEO of the Portland Japanese
Garden; His Excellency Shinsuke J. Sugiyama, Ambassador of
Japan to the United States; The Honorable Takashi Teraoka, Consul
General of Japan in Portland; Mrs. Junko Teraoka.
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Dinner under the stars in the Tateuchi Courtyard, with remarks by
Oregon Governor Kate Brown.
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Waza to Kokoro:
Beginner Seminar Success

In September, the International Japanese Garden
Training Center seminar marked an auspicious
occasion: the fourth run of its flagship program, the
Waza to Kokoro seminar, and the inaugural run of its
beginner level.

The 18 seminar participants were the largest

and most diverse group to date, coming from

five countries and representing such prestigious
organizations as the Royal Botanic Gardens of Kew
and Harvard’s Graduate School of Design.

Waza to Kokoro is a three-level professional-level
training seminar in Japanese garden arts that
combines hands-on technical learning with cultural
instruction and theoretical knowledge. It’s designed
to help garden practitioners outside of Japan build an
authentic, locally-appropriate approach to design,
construction, maintenance, and preservation.

Visiting instructors were Japanese garden masters
Kazuo Mitsuhashi and Isamu Honkawa of the Garden
Society of Japan; Kyoto bamboo master Takashi Miki;
Portland-area tea instructor Jan Waldmann; and
Mark Unno and Hans-Joachim Neis of the University
of Oregon. Portland Japanese Garden staff faculty
included Garden Curator Sadafumi Uchiyama,
Project Manager Desirae Wood, Director of Grounds
Maintenance Hugo Torii, Senior Gardener Adam
Hart, Training Center Director Kristin Faurest,
Garden Technician Francheska Snyder, and Program
Associate Kanako Yanagi.
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Scott Ferguson, a participant from Nitobe Memorial
Garden in Vancouver, British Columbia, summed

up the experience as “such an amazing course. The
teacher to student ratio was unreal, and so was how
much time the teachers spent with us every day. I
loved the chado-garden link and way of teaching it.”

The seminar’s modules, taking place at the Garden
and at offsite venues, are interconnected and combine
hands-on and theoretical learning for an immersive
experience — blending both traditional Japanese and
modern western learning approaches. This included

a stone-setting workshop on nobedan and tsukubai, a
pruning master class, a design module, and clinics
focusing on hands-on skills such as traditional tool
use and bamboo fence construction. The curriculum is
framed in the culture of tea, emphasizing the powerful
interrelatedness of cultural practices in Japan.

“Iam still in awe of how wonderful the seminar
was in every aspect,” noted participant David
Hardy of Vizcaya Museum and Gardens in Miami,
Florida. “Like nothing I’'ve experienced before in a
learning environment. The instructors were all very
approachable and willing to share their knowledge,
while making the students think for themselves as
well.”

Applications are currently being accepted for the
2019 seminars. See japanesegarden.org/thecenter
for details.
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2018 International Japanese
Garden Conference

Portland Japanese Garden thanks participants of the
International Japanese Garden Conference who came
to Portland, Oregon from September 29-October 1,
2018.

As conference hosts and co-presenters, we hoped to

do just that — give people from diverse communities
around the world a place that felt like home, a
welcoming space where they could be united by their
passion for the art form of the Japanese garden and
make global connections. We would like to express our
profound gratitude to the event’s organizer, the North
American Japanese Garden Association, and also to the
conference’s other co-presenters: the Garden Society of
Japan, the Japanese Garden Society of the U.K,, and the
Japanese Garden Society of Denmark.

We look forward to welcoming guests back to Portland
in 2020 when we host the American Public Gardens
Association Conference—if not sooner!
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Participants of the 2018 International Japanese Garden Conference enjoyed a weekend of
lectures, conversation, and camaraderie at the Hilton hotel in downtown Portland.
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Hoichi Kurisu, garden director of Portland
Japanese Garden from 1968-1973, receives
a lifetime achievement award from NAJGA
president Luanne Kanzawa at a banquet
honoring Mr. Kurisu’s life’s work. Speakers
praised not only the artistry of his design
but also his leadership in shaping Japanese
gardens as healing spaces.
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YEAR of
HOKKAIDO

2019: Year of Hokkaido

Japan is a country that is remarkably vast and varied,
despite its relatively small geography. Each year the
Portland Japanese Garden celebrates the country’s
uniqueness across its geography by focusing on a
specific region, its cultures, and its customs.

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the sister-
city relationship between Portland and Sapporo,
located on the northern Japanese island of Hokkaido.

One of the oldest sister city relationships in the
United States, it was established in 1959, three years
after President Dwight Eisenhower introduced the
U.S. Sister City Program. It was designed to create
an international atmosphere of understanding

and respect among cities sharing similarities like
population, art, and industry.

Portland and Sapporo are similar in many ways,
despite being separated by more than 4,000 miles.
Both are northern cities at about the same latitude,
and both are surrounded by wild and rugged terrain.
Sapporo, like Portland, is a relatively young city
developed by pioneers, explorers, loggers, and
fishermen much like the founders of Portland. Both
cities have grown significantly in size and population.
Sapporo now has nearly 2 million residents and
Portland had an estimated 2.3 million residents

last year.

The commonalities between these cultures, like the
commonalities in Portland and Sapporo, remind us
that the Pacific Ocean acts not as a barrier but as

a bridge between our two countries. The Portland
Japanese Garden celebrates this strong relationship
with a goal to continue fostering and promoting
cross-cultural understanding between the United
States and Japan.

2019 Year of Hokkaido
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The 18-foot pagoda lantern at the Portland Japanese Garden was
presented to the City of Portland by the City of Sapporo. The stone
arrangement at the base of the pagoda is designed to suggest the
shape of Hokkaido, with a reddish stone representing Sapporo. The
Garden’s original designer, Professor Takuma Tono, linked Portland
and Sapporo in this simple but distinct way.
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