
 

Guests from Across the US and Japan Gather in Portland for Anniversary Gala 

From the desk of Steve Bloom

Four Seasons  v   Five Senses   v   One Extraordinary Experience

The Portland Japanese Garden’s Admission Gate is constructed in 
the style of a 17th-century entrance to the estate of a daimyo. In 
accordance with respect and tradition, the tall doors in the center of 
the gate are opened when there is a special visitation. 

The 50th anniversary of the Portland Japanese Garden was October 
18, 2013. On the morning of the next day, against a backdrop of 
leaves at their most brilliant shade of gold and red, the staff at 
the Garden opened the tall center doors of the Garden’s entrance 
and splashed water on the ground to welcome the Ambassador of 
Japan to the United States, Kenichiro Sasae. 

Guests who traveled great distances from across the US and 
Japan had been arriving all week long to ring in the Garden’s 50th 
anniversary year. Over the course of the week, members of the 
staff, the Board of Directors, and the International Advisory Board 
all spent time together in the Garden with friends old and new. 

The culminating event was a black-tie gala on the evening of the 
19th. Five hundred guests in all gathered for the golden anniversary 
celebration. Upon the threshold of the sunken ballroom at the 
Art Museum, bamboo art by a former student of Jiro Yonezawa 
made a stately visual surrounded by the young ladies in kimono 
who greeted original Garden Directors, Garden members, and 
political, business, and cultural leaders from near and far. After 
refreshments, taiko drumming led guests up the stairs to a second 
ballroom. Upon entering, guests were treated to a special Sand and 
Stone Garden that had been created on-site by Garden Curator 
Sadafumi Uchiyama.   

Winter  v  2014

To conclude a year of anniversary events, Steve Bloom, CEO of 
the Portland Japanese Garden, flew to Japan where, on December 
6, he met with the Mayor of Sapporo, Mayor Fumio Ueda. The 
establishment of the Portland-Sapporo Sister Cities relationship 
in 1959 ultimately led to the creation of the Portland Japanese 
Garden. And so it was a great honor to conclude the year with 
this visit. During their meeting, Mayor Ueda presented Bloom 
with an auspicious proclamation from the City of Sapporo. 

Steve Bloom, CEO of the Portland Japanese Garden and Fumio 
Ueda, Mayor of Sapporo. 
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Phone: (503) 223-1321  •  Fax: (503) 223-8303   
Email: iab@japanesegarden.com  •  japanesegarden.com

On behalf of the City of Sapporo,
I congratulate the Portland Japanese Garden on

the occasion of its 50th anniversary.

For over five decades, Sapporo and Portland, Oregon
have enjoyed a warm friendship as sister cities.

The Portland Japanese Garden was created as a gesture  
of this friendship between our cities, and today has also  

become an international bridge that connects not only our  
two cities, but two nations, their people, and their culture.

For fifty years, the citizens of Portland have nurtured  
their garden so that it is now considered one of the finest and  

most authentic Japanese gardens outside of Japan.  
Congratulations on this momentous occasion.

We look forward to sharing the next 50 years
with our friends at the Portland Japanese Garden.

Fumio Ueda 
Mayor of the City of Sapporo

December  6, 2013



In this Sand and Stone Garden, boats returning from the Island 
of Eternal Life were weighted down with goods—the medicine for 
eternal life. Uchiyama says he chose this symbolic representation 
(an approach he usually does not use in his design) specifically 
for this occasion. “I wanted to show our determination that the 
Garden will persist,” he said. “And to create something meaningful 
for people to remember.”   

“We are proud that our community has invested in and supported 
this Garden and its programming to the point that it is widely 
referred to as the finest Japanese Garden outside of Japan, and one 
that other Japanese Gardens throughout North America most want 
to emulate,” said 50th Anniversary Gala Co-Chair Cathy Rudd 
to the guests once seated. “We recognize that for many, visiting 
the Portland Japanese Garden may be the closest they will ever 
come to visiting Japan and gaining a deeper understanding and 
appreciation for the many Japanese Garden Arts.”

His Excellency Kenichiro Sasae, Ambassador of Japan to the United 
States, honored the Garden by speaking with guests at the gala 
about his view of what the Portland Japanese Garden represents. 
“I had a tour of the garden earlier today, and it is wonderful. It 
made me feel as if I were transported back to Japan. Somewhere 
I read that it has been called the most authentic Japanese garden 
outside of Japan. And I now believe it,” said his Excellency. “Let me 
add that Portland’s Japanese Garden says something about you…
It says this is a city that is not afraid to welcome different cultures 
and peoples and ideas...This, in turn, builds on and promotes 
understanding between our two nations.”

F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  S T E V E  B L O O M   •   W I N T E R  2 0 1 4

Ambassador Kenichiro Sasae, 
Governor John Kitzhaber, First Lady  
Cylvia Hayes, Steve Bloom

Steve Bloom, Cathy Rudd, Fred and 
Gail Jubitz Gala Co-Chairs

Teruyo Yanai, Larry Vollum, International 
Advisory Board Chair Carolyn Berry Wilson, 
Sadafumi Uchiyama, David Wilson
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Ryunosuke Endo, Executive 
Vice President of Fuji Television 

Network, Inc., Architect Kengo 
Kuma, Masaaki Ito, Director of 

Japan Sales of Delta Air Lines, Inc.

t

t

t

t

Ph
ot

os
: J

on
at

ha
n

 L
ey

Singer Saori Yuki, and Mr. 
& Mrs. Yoshiaki Mizumoto, 
Chairman of Columbia 
Grain Inc., a subsidiary of 
Marubeni Corporation
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