;AT

Photo: Xu Peng 55

PORTLAND

JAPANESE

GARDEN
FROM THE DESK OF STEVE BLOOM

Summer « 2014

Tokyo University of Agriculture
The 90th Anniversary of Department of Landscape Architecture Science

by Steve Bloom, CEO Porland Japanese Garden
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May 11—Recently, I had the great honor of being invited to the 90th

Anniversary celebration for the Landscape Architecture Department ZOND— N, T 1 V7 Z—OFRIMEIE, E72K B
of Tokyo University of Agriculture (Tokyo Nodai) and participating IR T2 Y, Ak A BIEICE R L S b BB 2R
in the ceremony to award Tokyo Nodai’s Zoen Taisho award to e d IR— 7> FAARER] i ToOER~MEELS ZE0n
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Fifty years ago, Tokyo Nodai Professor Takuma Tono came to Portland B, WTIVER O’D{Q%ﬁi\}}/z ?'D (7% 5 f‘{é LLEENLL
and designed what would be his masterpiece—the Portland Japanese I8l o7 E &TLES, /_’i B, FESEAEARDTC HAER &
Garden. His vision and design would become the model for some PoRT DR ERED TATS HOTT,

200 gardens built across North America over the next 50 years. For . e A B . .
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Tono sent a young gardener or landscape architect to Portland to live b . K _ b 7 /_,I\_:EI AEER 13 THE] &9 SR B LSl
for a few years to ensure that his master design would be carried out &l LIRS A R - TR EE A

and maintained in the best and most authentic way possible.
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The first of these Directors was Kinya Hira. Hira was a brave pioneer
who came to the United States during a time when relations between
Japan and the US were still healing and were often still wrought with
animosity. But despite these challenges, Hira set out to work to build
our Garden as a bridge between our two cultures. People didn’t think
at the time that anyone truly understood what this Garden would
become and how many lives would be touched through his passion
and his work. Today, we still rely on Hira and those who followed
him, for wisdom and knowledge as we steward the Garden he helped
to create.
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As Tokyo Nodai Department of Landscape Architecture celebrates the

past 90 years, the Portland Japanese Garden is proud and honored From left: Takao Donuma, Kinya Hira, Steve Bloom
to continue to be their partner in sharing this amazing art form with XY . Tl TR, 25 4 —7 TA—A
the world.
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Meeting of Kyoto Friends
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In October of 2012, the Board of Directors of the Portland Japanese
Garden made an historic decision and voted to establish the
International Institute for Japanese Garden Arts & Culture at
the Portland Japanese Garden. On a visit to Japan last May, CEO
Steve Bloom and Garden Curator Sadafumi Uchiyama hosted a
group of 15 friends and garden leaders in Kyoto for a presentation and
dinner to share the concept of the International Institute. They were
assisted by IAB members Shiro Nakane and Makoto Suzuki.

Steve and Sada were grateful to discover that Kyoto’s garden leaders
and the Portland Japanese Garden are striving towards the same goal-
to help our 21st-century communities experience and value the life-
changing beauty and tranquility of the art form of Japanese gardens.
The Garden looks forward to a bright future for all of our treasured
gardens through the teachings and values of the Institute.

Shiro Nakane is President of
Nakane Garden Research and
Landscape Consultant Firm in
Kyoto. He is an avid writer and
a guest lecturer at numerous
universities and venues, sharing
his knowledge of Japanese
aesthetics and traditions.
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Makoto Suzuki is a professor

at the Department of Landscape
Architecture Science, Tokyo University
of Agriculture. He also serves as
Director of the university’s Center

of International Japanese Garden
Studies; Chair of the Academic Society
of Japanese Garden.
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For the first time ever in the continental United States, the ancient
ritual of Mikagura was performed in Portland on July 19. IAB member
Takashi Uyeno worked for several years to make this possible, and
with his help the Garden was honored to host Head Priest Shigeho
Yoshida of Tsurugaoka Hachimangu shrine along with 24 musicians
and dancers. In collaboration with religious leaders throughout Oregon,
the Garden had the rare opportunity to introduce Mr. Yoshida and the
extraordinary experience of the Mikagura ritual to over 600 people who
attended the event.
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Council on Foreign Relations—Hitachi Fellows Gathered in Tokyo
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The Council on Foreign Relations’ (CFR) fellowship program offers
unique opportunities for mid-career professionals focusing on
international relations. Garden CEO Steve Bloom was a 2008-09

International Affairs Fellow of the Council on Foreign Relations
sponsored by Hitachi, Ltd. in which Tokyo University of Agriculture
was the host institution. During his residency in Tokyo, Steve
focused on studying ways to better connect the Japanese garden
field in Japan with its counterparts in North America. This work
has resulted in the creation of the North America Japanese Garden
Association, and the establishment of the International Institute for
Japanese Garden Arts and Culture currently being developed at the
Portland Japanese Garden.

On May 12, 2014, Carl J. Green, Senior Representative of Hitachi,
Ltd. in D.C. called an informal get-together of former and current CFR-
Hitachi Fellows who are living in Tokyo. Luckily, Steve happened to
be in Tokyo that day. Eight past and current fellows and two Hitachi
staff, including Carl, gathered at Restaurant Sakura of International
House of Japan. “It is very gratifying that our CFR-Hitachi fellows
and alumni, who come from a wide variety of fields and backgrounds,
continue to maintain their close relationships with us at Hitachi and
with each other,” Carl commented.

Carl J. Green (1st Row Center), Steve Bloom
(1st Row 2nd from left)
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Global Ambassadors Launch Event
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On October 22 in New York City, a reception will be held to launch
a new program for Garden supporters living outside of Oregon-the
Global Ambassadors of the Portland Japanese Garden. We’ll be posting
more information about details of the event soon on our website. We
hope you can join us! IAB members Janet Montag and Kathy Pike,
along with Kazumi Yanai are among the leaders organizing this event.
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IAB Member Masatoshi Ito Visits the Garden
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From left: Toshiyuki Yamauchi, Haruo Kurata, Tomoya Yoshizumi, Katherine Frandsen, Masatoshi Ito,
Mark Frandsen, Bruce McVean, Steve Bloom
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About mid-April when our cherry blossoms were in full bloom, we
welcomed Mr. Masatoshi Ito, President and CEO of Ajinomoto Co.,
Inc. in Tokyo and his colleagues to the Portland Japanese Garden.
Mr. Tto is a member of our International Advisory Board and he
enjoyed his very first visit to the Garden on a beautiful spring evening
with his old friends, Mr. and Mrs. Mark & Katherine Frandsen.

“I was deeply impressed by your passion to expand Japanese culture
and spirit in Portland, in the US, and in the world through keeping
up its great condition and advancing the Garden,” commented Mr.
Ito. “We’ll make the best effort to contribute to the Portland Japanese
Garden, especially in the food culture area and to help make people
live a ‘tasteful life.””

Mr. Ito humbly noted he is much honored to be able to take an
important role at the Portland Japanese Garden as a member of the
International Advisory Board. He kindly expressed his continuous
support to the Garden, including his upcoming support of our
Global Ambassadors event in New York in October by providing his
company’s specialty—Ajinomoto umami cuisine!
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