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Last October, the Garden welcomed
nearly 30 of the most important
Japanese Garden scholars and
practitioners from North America
and Japan for a summit informing
how we could collectively share our
knowledge to build a foundation for
future education in the Japanese
Garden arts. We gained invaluable
input and feedback to develop
cross-cultural education programs.
Perhaps more importantly, we
laid the groundwork with this
important group for seeking advice
and knowledge as we embark on
our continued venture to develop
educational programs for amateurs,
hobbyists and professional gardeners
alike. Everyone was thrilled with the
two days of meetings and all agreed -
to help in whatever way possible.

Immediately following the summit was the North American Japanese
Garden Association 2014 Conference in Chicago, Illinois. The three
day conference attracted over 200 attendees from the United States,
Canada and Japan. There were six of us from the Garden staff in
attendance and several Golden Crane Society members traveled from
Portland to Chicago to attend as well. Hoichi Kurisu, the second
Garden Director of the Portland Japanese Garden gave the keynote
address to open the conference. Sadafumi “Sada” Uchiyama, Garden
Curator; Diane Durston, Arlene Schnitzer Curator of Culture, Art &
Education; and Steve Bloom, CEO, each gave a presentation, and
the Portland Japanese Garden served as the opening banquet hosts
for all conference attendees. The annual NAJGA conferences are
a unique opportunity for us to continue our outreach to Japanese
garden experts in person, and learn from friends both old and new.

We also hosted a wonderfully successful event in NYC to announce
the new Global Ambassadors Membership. This new annual
membership category was created to recognize our supporters around
the world that live more than 100 miles from the Garden. The support
from these members will specifically help us pursue and develop
cultural and education programs, which will help serve visitors and
professionals in Portland and beyond. The event attracted Japanese
leaders, world renowned designers, as well as Garden supporters,
and was an important step in establishing the Portland Japanese
Garden as a leader in cross-cultural education. For those of you able
to attend, I hope you enjoyed the event as much as I did!
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Steve Bloom speaking to room full of Garden supporters in NYC
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2014 Summit at the Garden

FRONT ROW, L TO R:
Adam Hart, Senior Gardener, Portland Japanese Garden
Desirae Williams, Assistant in Project Management, Portland Japanese Garden
Tomoki Kato, President, Ueya Kato Zoen Co., Ltd.
Diane Durston, Arlene Schnitzer Curator of Culture, Art & Education,
Portland Japanese Garden
Tae Hashimoto, Director, Hakusasonso Hashimoto Kansetsu Garden & Museum
Sadafumi Uchiyama, Garden Curator, Portland Japanese Garden
Tsutomu Hattori, Professor, Department of Landscape Architecture,
Tokyo University of Agriculture
Yuriko Saito, Professor of Philosophy, Rhode Island School of Design
Akane Ishii, Executive Assistant, Ueya Kato Zoen Co., Ltd.
Yifang Zhang, Education Outreach Coordinator, Center for Asian
and Pacific Studies, University of Oregon

2ND ROW, L TO R:

Hiroshi Furusawa, Consul General, Consular Office of Japan in Portland

Takeshi Kato, Landscape Architect, Ueya Kato Zoen Co., Ltd.

Jan Waldmann, Visiting Instructor, East Asian Studies, Lewis & Clark College

Peter Grilli, Senior Advisor and Former President, Japan Society of Boston

Makoto Suzuki, Director, Center for International Japanese Garden Studies,
Tokyo University of Agriculture

Dorie Vollum, Vice President, Board of Trustees, Portland Japanese Garden

Cynthia Haruyama, Deputy Director, Portland Japanese Garden

Teresia Hazen, Director of Horticultural Therapy, Legacy Health

BACK ROW, L TO R:

Larry Kominz, Professor of Japanese, Center for Japanese Studies,
Portland State University

Hugo Torii, Landscape Architect, Ueya Kato Zoen Co., Ltd.

Kendall Brown, Professor of Asian Art History, California State University,
Long Beach

Takahiro Naka, Department of Historical Heritage, Kyoto University
of Art and Design

Natsuko Takahashi, International Programs Coordinator
Portland Japanese Garden

Ron Herman, Ron Herman Landscape Architect

Janet Benett, Director, Intercultural Communication Institute

John McGee, Master Tea Teacher, Professor of Japanese & Japanese Culture,
St. Mary’s University, Nova Scotia

Alexandre Avdulov, Master Tea Teacher, Professor of Japanese & Japanese
Culture, St. Mary’s University, Nova Scotia

Steve Bloom, CEO, Portland Japanese Garden
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Global Ambassadors Event in New York City

Janet Montag, Steve Bloom, Kathy Pike
& David Dordevic
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Naoko Yanai, Yumi Kuwana, Catherine
Sasanuma, Kazumi Yanai, & Roger Goldingay
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Kengo Kuma, Balazs Bognar, Botond Bognar
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Around the Garden
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Moving the new gate through the Garden Installation
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Renowned architect Kengo Kuma has been selected to design the
Cultural Crossing project at the Portland Japanese Garden which
will create new educational facilities, spaces for demonstrating and
interpreting arts and cultural activities, a library, and a tea cafe.
In preparation for the expansion project, Sada and his team have
been finalizing needed repairs and renovations around the Garden.
These last projects include recently replacing the Natural Garden
Gate. The new gate is a beautiful piece of work by Dale Brotherton
from Takumi Company in Seattle. The funds for this gate were given
by Arlene & Jordan Schnitzer in honor of David Easly. Currently,
the pathways by the Lower Pond are being widened to increase
universal access in the Strolling Pond. Finalizing repairs has been
an ongoing project over the past few years and with these last two
projects completed, the Garden is in good shape to undergo its next
phase of growth.

The new gate installed
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Photos: Jonathan Ley

Coming in February
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Bonsai

Coming in February, the Garden is expanding its art and cultural
education program and offering new opportunities to experience the
rich culture behind the Japanese garden art forms of tea ceremony,
Kado, bonsai, and calligraphy.

The Portland Japanese Garden Arts & Culture Series will include
four intensive seminars that will combine a walk-through of part of
the Garden with the Curator, a morning of instruction in historical
background and shared aesthetic principles, and will end with an
afternoon of hands-on practice. The Series will also feature two
additional, related lectures by Professor Kimiko Gunji and Hoichi
Kurisu to further enhance understanding of Japanese culture and
aesthetics.
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Email: iab@japanesegarden.com e japanesegarden.com



