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CEO Steve Bloom shows the kasagi to Ambassador Caroline Kennedy at the Yokohama receiving ceremony.
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The New Year holds the promise of new experiences to be had and
new friends to make. As we enter 2016, I reflect on the incredible
accomplishments enabled by friends working together. Through
new and old friends, we achieved remarkable things this past year.

In the Spring of 2013, pieces of two torii gates washed ashore on
the Oregon coast, casualties of the 2011 tsunami. The kasagi were
entrusted to the Portland Japanese Garden in hopes of finding their
rightful home. Garden Curator Sadafumi Uchiyama and Board of
Trustees President-Elect Dorie Vollum worked with a network of
global supporters to discover the origin of these sacred objects. This
project was supported by the Walter Clay Hill & Family Foundation,
the Japan-America Society of Oregon, the Omomuki Foundation,
and numerous individual donors.

The summer of 2015, the kasagi began their journey home to the
small Itsukushima shrine in the village of Okuki - just outside
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FOUR SEASONS e FIVE SENSES ¢ ONE EXTRAORDINARY EXPERIENCE



Garden CEOQ Steve Bloom with International House of Japan Chairman
Yasushi Akashi. This Tokyo-based nonprofit promotes cultural exchange
and intellectual cooperation between the peoples of Japan and other
countries.
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CEO Steve Bloom with the President of Ueyakato Landscape Co., Ltd.,
Tomoki Kato dfter signing the Cooperative Agreement. In recent years, Mr.
Kato has facilitated gardener exchange programs and has agreed to serve
as an advisor for the Garden’s International Institute for Japanese Garden
Arts and Culture

CE0 AT 4 —7 T b— A LRSS RS R MERAIR IR,
HBEHEX 2K LT, FEE, At ERE L] T 0 7T A EE
i - i, DRI, SRR TEEE A ARZERZSM A VAT 4T 2 —
F ) OF AP =1 B THET,

Hachinohe on the Northeastern tip of mainland Japan. This
was done with generous donated support from Pacific Lumber
& Shipping LLC, Yamato Transport U.S.A., Inc., Yamato Global
Logistics Japan Co, Ltd, and Uyeno Transtech, Ltd.

On October 1, 2015, the kasagi’s arrival was honored with a
receiving ceremony in Yokohama led by priests from the Tsurugaoka
Hachimangu shrine. The event was attended by Garden leaders as
well as U.S. Ambassador to Japan Caroline Kennedy.

In 2015, the Portland Japanese Garden also took its first step
towards formalizing friendships with three of our partner
organizations in Japan. We signed a Cooperative Agreement with
each group agreeing to contribute to the international advancement
of Japanese gardens in research and practice through cooperation
and exchange. These partnerships have already opened new doors
for the Garden. We benefit from introductions to scholars, and
artists, and the beautiful gardens of historic Japanese temples. The
Cooperative Agreements honor our work together, at the Garden
and in gardens around the world.

As we lay the framework for our next chapter, these open doors hold
the kind of new opportunities that make a new year so exciting.
Happy New Year! I wish you each a year full of promise, hope,
opportunity, and friendship!
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Cultural Crossing Expansion Completes First Phase as Planned
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As the Cultural Crossing expansion unfolds, we are excited to
announce that the project is both on time and on budget. At
the end of November, the first steps of construction—heavy
excavation, tree relocation, and grading deWeese Hill—
were completed. In the next phase, Hoffman Construction
will focus on prepping the site for three new LEED-certified
buildings. Plumbing, a geothermal well, and footings for the
new Village House are in the works. Despite challenges that
included heavy rain and careful removal of large, legacy trees
to an off-site storage facility, the expansion is proceeding at a
healthy pace. For updates, subscribe to the Cultural Crossing
blog: culturalcrossing.com/stayupdated.
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Upcoming Portland Exhibition to Honor Kengo Kuma
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This February, the Portland Japanese Garden will host the
first exhibition in the U.S. to explore the architecture of Kengo
Kuma through his design for the Japanese Garden’s Cultural
Crossing expansion project. Using project images, construction
drawings, and an interactive use of space, Tsunagu: Connecting
to the Architecture of Kengo Kuma will focus on the philosophy
of continuity in Kuma'’s work. The exhibition will use the senses
of sight, touch, and even smell to investigate Kuma'’s design
concepts. Lectures and discussion by Professor Botond Bognar,
University of Illinois, and Kengo Kuma himself will explore the
architecture of the Portland Japanese Garden in depth.
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