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(From Left to Right): Steve Bloom, Mihoko Nezu, Koichi Nezu, Teruyo Yanai, Tadashi Yanai, Saori Yuki, Princess Akiko, and Kengo Kuma.
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Dear Friends,

Two years ago, U.S. Ambassador John and Mrs.

Susan Roos, Mr. and Mrs. Koichi and Mihoko Nezu,
and Mr. Kengo Kuma announced the creation of the
International Advisory Board for the Portland Japanese
Garden to their friends in Japan at a reception held

in Tokyo in October of 2011. Many of the founding
members of the Advisory Board attended as did
members of the Garden’s Board of Directors, meeting
each other and many of Japan’s leaders. Since that
time, the Advisory Board members have worked to
build awareness of the Portland Japanese Garden as
the leading organization for Japanese garden arts and
culture. Many of them have visited Portland and the
Garden while members of the Garden’s Board and other
of our friends in the United States have likewise visited
Japan and many of its historic gardens.

These friendships have blossomed into a network of
relationships which were represented at the reception
held in May in Tokyo to celebrate the Garden’s 50th
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anniversary. Exactly according to plan, at 6:00 p.m. on
May 30, at the Hotel Chinsanzo Tokyo, a member of the
Imperial Household Guard tapped me on the shoulder
to assemble to greet our imperial guest. When Her
Imperial Highness Princess Akiko of Mikasa walked in,
Mr. and Mrs. Yanai, Mr. and Mrs. Nezu, Mr. Kuma and
I bowed, shook hands and exchanged greetings with the
Princess. In that moment, I could feel how the dreams
planted 50 years ago in the soil of Portland had created
a treasure which will inspire, inform, and enrich citizens
of both our countries for generations to come.

At this reception there was a feeling of reunion with
now dear friends while also meeting many new people.
In addition to our hosts, International Advisory Board
members Amy Katoh, Koichi Kajima, Joe Krakora,
Toshi Kuno, Larry Murakami, Koichi Nezu, Catherine
Sasanuma, Robert Singer, Makoto Suzuki, and Takashi
Uyeno were there. Representing the Garden’s Board

of Directors were Cathy Rudd, President Elect; Dean
Alterman, Immediate Past President; Dorie Vollum, Vice
President and Co-Chair of the Campaign for a Cultural
Crossing; Katherine Frandsen, Secretary, and Board
members Doug Macy, Dede DeJager and Thomas Mills.

Also attending were Japan'’s Foreign Minister Fumio
Kishida; Chikao Kawai, Vice Minister; Tomoyuki
Yoshida, Director of North American Affairs Bureau;
Ambassador Hiroyasu Ando, President of the Japan
Foundation; and Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki,
Immediate Past Ambassador to the United States.
Representing our Garden’s historic relationship with
Tokyo University of Agriculture was Dr. Isoya Shinji,

Past President. Chief Executive Officers and Chairmans
from Ajinomoto Group, Dentsu Inc., Fuji Media Holdings
Inc., Marubeni, Obayashi Corp., Sojitz, LIXIL Group, and
Toray Industries attended. PricewaterhouseCoopers and
Delta Airlines provided sponsorship. Mr. Juan Pujadas,
Global Vice Chair and CEO of Pricewaterhouse Coopers
America, traveled from New York to Tokyo to attend.

I was honored to welcome the distinguished guests
and spoke about the Portland Japanese Garden’s
commitment to a broader understanding between

the people of the United States and Japan. Next, Her
Imperial Highness Princess Akiko spoke of her visit to
Portland in recent years and expressed her belief in the
continuing work and expanding role of the Garden. “It
is splendid to know that the Portland Japanese Garden
will help further spread authentic Japanese

gardens throughout the world,” said Princess Akiko.
Foreign Minister Kishida offered his personal
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Mr. Tadashi Yanai & Mrs. Teruyo Yanai
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perspective on the Garden’s work as a leading
institution in grass-roots relations between Japan and
the U.S. “As a person who is in the field of international
and diplomatic relations,” said Minister Kishida, “I
congratulate the Portland Japanese Garden’s work and
celebrate the 50th anniversary.”

Next to speak were co-hosts Mr. & Mrs. Yanai. Mr.
Yanai spoke first of his support of the work of the
Garden and of his relationships with Portland Japanese
Garden International Advisory Board members Koichi
Nezu and John Jay. He then relinquished the stage to
his wife. Speaking in English, she charmed everyone in
the audience with her passionate and heartfelt address.
“It is my honor and my privilege to be here tonight to
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Portland Japanese
Garden,” said Mrs. Yanai. “We believe the Japanese
garden is symbolic of Japanese elegance and beauty,
which is something to be cared for by the world.”

Closing the program was a toast given by Mr. Hiroyuki
Suzuki, CEO, PricewaterhouseCoopers Japan. “The
Portland Japanese Garden is a starring example of the
results that can be achieved when you combine the best
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spirit of two nations. In that spirit, raise your glasses in
honor of the 50th Anniversary of the Portland Japanese
Garden.”

As I write this letter to you, I am savoring the memories
of that special evening on May 30 at our 50th
Anniversary reception in Tokyo. I wish to express my
deep gratitude to the many members of the International
Advisory Board and our friends in Japan who made the
reception such a wonderful success. Thank you to Mr.
Uyeno who invited Princess Akiko. I especially thank
our hosts, Mr. and Mrs. Yanai; Mr. and Mrs. Nezu; and
Mr. Kuma!

My greetings to each of you and your families, and I
hope to see you here in the Garden or perhaps in Japan!

Sincerely,

¢7L Y

Stephen D. Bloom
Chief Executive Officer
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