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Portland Japanese Garden CEO Receives Special Recognition
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Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida
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In December 2015, the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
announced that it was awarding special Foreign Minister’s
Commendations in Honor of the 70th anniversary of the end of
World War II. The award was given to individuals and groups
with outstanding achievements in the promotion of friendship
between Japan and the United States.

Stephen Bloom, Chief Executive Officer of the Portland Japanese
Garden was awarded this prestigious recognition along with only
27 other individuals. Mr. Bloom humbly accepted the award. “I
accept this on behalf of the many fantastic people with whom I
work every day,” he said. “I am just the facilitator for the good
work of others.”

Since arriving at the Garden more than 10 years ago, Steve has
overseen unprecedented success of the Garden. He has worked
tirelessly to promote Japanese Gardens and Japanese Culture and

Bloom accepting the award in early 2016
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Bloom’s Commendation from Foreign Minister, Fumio Kishida
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art locally, across North America, and Worldwide. He hired the
Garden’s first curators, the Curator for Culture Arts & Education,
and the Garden Curator, who’s work have solidified the Garden
not just as a world-class Garden but as a the international leader
in Japanese Garden Arts & Culture.

In 2008, Steve was selected as an International Affairs Fellow by
the Council on Foreign Relations. His fellowship work in Japan
during that time resulted in the launch of the North American
Japanese Garden Initiative, which led to the creation of the North
American Japanese Garden Association, and the establishment
of the International Institute for Japanese Garden Arts & Culture.

Now nearing completion, Steve initiated and has led the
Portland Japanese Garden’s $35 million Cultural Crossing
expansion project, which has brought world-renowned architect
Kengo Kuma’s work to North America for his first-ever public
commission. Once complete in 2017, it will create one of the
largest Japanese Cultural Centers in the world.

1E. R 720 AARERELTRET TR, BARERSULIZBITAE
BRE) — & — LU TOERFIZED LT,

20084, SRR S L A SLBUERT O 7 2 — 2y 7T 5
L7 xa— L THRICHEES, BT T AR T — LU CTFSEE
L EL Tz, ZORFORRERS, Atk B ARER 2 NORTH AMERICAN
JAPANESE GARDEN ASSOCIATION) DF§IE « BISEAC-272 30, iz,
R—hT7UR BARER O 702 7 177 5 Tdhs INTERNATIONAL
INSTITUTE FOR JAPANESE GARDEN ARTS & CULTURE DAl IZE
DELIZ,

T — B HELHED 53,500 75 KR (KI354E M) B DR — IR A A
FEERRE T 0 = s NS b/ aAm—R | Tlt, Z0OF A F—C /4
KRB KA, BREKICES T HI0IKRNALTZET ry=she
ROELTZ, 20174F BT OBEZIE, A—h7U R BAREERT, R TRk
BULD B ASULDFIE ED— LU TPNTT-L L e20 T H &4ED
TWET,

PORTLAND

ANESE
ICI}A:'}:RDEN

Phone: (503) 223-1321 | Fax: (503) 223-8303
Email: iab@japanesegarden.com
japanesegarden.com



