FROM THE DESK OF STEVE BLOOM
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Greetings—

In early May, I was fortunate to witness what was supposed to be the
final chapter of the incredible kasagi return project. As I stood there in
Hachinohe, Japan, surrounded by over 25 friends from the U.S. who
had come to pay their respects, I was reminded of the remarkable
outpouring of friendship this project inspired. At every tumn in the
journey, friends came forward to help. Not because they stood to gain
from it, but because finding the home of those two kasagi was a way
each of us could reach across the ocean and tell our friends in Japan,
“be strong, our hearts are with you, united in hope.”

It was an emotional ceremony. But it was also a time of healing and
joy. The hope imparted by this return project was stated so kindly by
the Mayor of Hachinohe, Makoto Kobayashi, who said, “This effort
has brought great joy to the people of Hachinohe and helps us realize
that recovery is indeed possible.”

As we packed up to leave Hachinohe, both the Americans and
the Japanese present all agreed that this was not goodbye but was
instead the beginning of a new and special friendship. I'll close with
the words of Mr. Masonori Takahashi: “This might be a small gate in
a small village. But it has become a great gate that connects our two
countries, today and for the rest of our lives.”
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Steve Bloom Honored by Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs
TN—h ANBREREZE

Photo: Jonathan Ley

A Honorable Hiroshi Furusawa, Consul
General of Japan in Portland, presents award
to Garden CEO Steve Bloom.
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On December 9th 2015, the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
announced it was awarding the Foreign Minister’s Commendation
to Portland Japanese Garden CEO Steve Bloom. This award
is bestowed on individuals and groups with outstanding
achievements in the promotion of friendship between Japan
and the United States. This year, this special Foreign Minister’s
commendation was presented to only 28 individuals and 14
organizations in the United States and, as 2015 marks the 70th
anniversary of the end of World War II, the timing of the award is
particularly significant. On Saturday February 6, 2016, in front of
a crowd of 450 Portland Japanese Garden friends and supporters,
the Honorable Hiroshi Furusawa, Consul General of Japan in
Portland, presented Bloom with the prestigious award. “I accept
this on behalf of the many talented and passionate people with
whom I work every day,” Bloom said. “I'm just the facilitator for
the good work of others.”

Bloom has been CEO of the Portland Japanese Garden since
2005. During this period of unprecedented success at the Garden,
Bloom has worked tirelessly to champion and promote Japanese
Gardens and Japanese culture across North America.
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Responsibly Growing a Green Garden
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With the Cultural Crossing project, we are in the heart of a renewal
project for the Garden. Glimpses of the future can already be seen.
The steel frames of the buildings are taking shape. And every day
you can see the steady progress our incredible construction team is
making. As we watch building progress being made, we’re reminded
how much thought and intention has gone into every decision. Not
the least of which has been our commitment to Green building
practices. Back in 2008, the Garden’s Strategic Planning committee
articulated in our core values the principle: We believe in and strive
for environmental awareness and conservation, and the pursuit of
environmental sustainability in the operation of the Garden.

It is this commitment that helped Garden leadership select Kengo
Kuma & Associates to lead the architectural design for the Cultural
Crossing expansion project. And it was with this principle in mind
that made pursuing LEED Gold certification an easy decision for
the Garden. While the upfront cost is higher, the long term payoff
is much greater. From better health to a better bottom line, Green
building practices have multiple benefits.

Green building practices look deceptively simple. In fact, in the
Cultural Crossing project many of the elements added for LEED
certification will never be seen by visitors. For example, 24 geothermal
wells were added beneath the Cultural Village Plaza. The wells were
bored 300 feet down into the earth to take advantage of the moderate
temperatures in the ground, boosting energy efficiency and reducing
the operational costs of heating and cooling the buildings.

As stewards of this beautiful place, we have a responsibility to our
members, to the community, and to future generations to treat our
shared natural resources with care and respect. As it has been said of
Japanese culture, “The highest goal is not distinctions, but synthesis
and harmony” (Alan Macfarlane, Japan through the Looking Glass).

"ECOLOGICALLY RESPONSIBLE AND
ENVIRONMENTALLY CONSCIOUS DESIGN IS
VERY IMPORTANT IN OUR APPROACH.”

—KENGO KUMA
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Rebuilding of Torii
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Two torii were washed away to the Oregon coast in March
and April of 2013 after the massive tsunami in Japan in
March 2011.

With the initiative of the Portland Japanese Garden, many
organizations and individuals in the United States helped
return the Torii to be rebuilt at the site from where they
originally came.

This monument is to show our deepest gratitude and
appreciation to the people who thought about us, and it is
a symbol of the friendship of the two countries, Japan and
the United States of America.

April 2016

Donated by:

Okuki Fishery Organization
Toshimi Takahashi
Masanori Takahashi
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The text above was inscribed onto a stone monument
placed beside the newly rebuilt torii gates.
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