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Introducing the International Institute for
Japanese Garden Arts and Culture
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Waza to Kokoro brought eleven individually selected staff members from Japanese gardens around
North America to spend an intensive week training with a team of visiting Japanese garden masters.
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This past August marked the pilot seminar of our International
Institute for Japanese Garden Arts and Culture.

Still in its emergent stage, the Institute will teach Japanese
gardening arts by blending the tradition of hands-on learning
—practiced for centuries in Japan—with rigorous inquiry,
discussion and exploration to enable learners outside of Japan
to have the immersive learning experience of Japanese garden
artisan training.

The Institute will offer a variety of learning opportunities, but
its flagship program is a three-tier intensive seminar aimed
at garden professionals and college or university students of
landscape-related disciplines.
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FOUR SEASONS e FIVE SENSES ¢ ONE EXTRAORDINARY EXPERIENCE



Each morning began with a tea ceremony and informal discussion led
by Professor Emeritus Kimiko Gunji of the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign.
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“We look forward to exciting years ahead as the Institute launches
formally in 2017,” says Diane Durston, the Arlene Schnitzer Curator of
Culture, Art & Education.
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The development of the Institute began in February 2014 with
the Garden Arts & Culture Seminar Week, under the direction
of Diane Durston, the Arlene Schnitzer Curator of Culture,
Art, and Education, and Garden Curator Sadafumi “Sada”
Uchiyama. Garden members and staff participated in the first
two iterations. The feedback they provided contributed to the
refinement of the program.

According to Durston, “Sada and I have been developing this
seminar project for the past five years with the goal of bringing
together two very different learning and teaching styles. Our
hope is that this new educational model will help students
outside of Japan understand the essence of a Japanese garden,
as they hone their technical skills as garden professionals. It’s
exciting to see this project begin to take wings.”

The Waza to Kokoro seminar is fundamentally based on the
idea that a deep intellectual and emotional understanding of
the essential spirit of the culture is as important as the physical
skills required to cultivate the garden. The seminar will offer
students an opportunity to learn from instructors with profound
knowledge of Japanese garden arts who can explain and discuss
the coursework in English, and also serve as a potential entry
point for more advanced study in programs in Japan.
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International Advisory Board Comes to Portland on July 20, 2016
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The Portland Japanese Garden formed its International Advisory Board in 2011. Since, the IAB’s expertise
and advice have become increasingly important as the International Institute comes to life.
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In July, the International Advisory Board met in Portland.
The meeting began with a hard-hat tour of the Cultural
Crossing Village. The group talked about LEED, the Garden’s
green construction practices—from recycled materials to
living roof tiles—to reflect our commitment to environmental
stewardship. The group also discussed Grand Opening year
events and programming, and upcoming exhibitions.
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The Cultural Village: Umami Café by Ajinomoto
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An integral part of the Garden’s new Cultural Village will be The
Umami Café. This authentic public tea café will provide a place
for visitors to refresh on their way into the Garden or reflect
upon their experiences before departing. Here, visitors will
experience Japan’s tradition of gracious and attentive service
while enjoying world-class Japanese tea paired with edible
delights. This café is possible because of an extremely generous
donation from Ajinomoto Co., Inc., and Ajinomoto Windsor.
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