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Greetings!

With the start of the new Imperial Era Reiwa, there is renewed excitement
around what’s to come in Japan! At Portland Japanese Garden, we share
in that excitement. After more than six months living in Tokyo immersed
in my second Japan residency, I am thrilled to be back home in Portland
to share with you what I've learned and the connections the Garden has
made while I was working across the Pacific.

In April, I was honored to present to members of the Foreign
Correspondents’ Club of Japan (see page 5) where I took part in a
presentation and panel discussion in Tokyo alongside world-renowned
architect Kengo Kuma and philanthropist and community advocate
Teruyo Yanai.

When I wasn’t in Japan, [ was visiting gardens in Suzhou, China;
Sao Paulo, Brazil; and Cape Town, South Africa to deepen cultural
understanding, discuss the potential for patron tours, and to pursue
partnerships with scholars and lecturers (see photos to the right).

In January, I was invited to speak at the Daiwa Anglo-Japanese
Foundation in London, England. My goal there was to lead a global
dialogue about Japanese gardens as a platform for spreading ideals of
peace and mutual understanding by sharing some of Japan’s greatest gifts
with the world.

My work abroad focused (and continues to focus) on expanding the
Garden’s network throughout Japan as well as with Japanese gardens and
cultural centers internationally and cultivating an exchange with world-
class gardens to bring awareness to the remarkable work being done here
in Portland.

Only together can we respond to the increasing demand for the art of
craft, excellence in authenticity, experience of peace, and connection to
nature.

Sincerely,

Steve Bloom
Chief Executive Officer
Portland Japanese Garden
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Cultural Crossing: Building
Bridges in an Age of Walls

Panel Discussion at the
Foreign Correspondents’
Club of Japan

A presentation and panel discussion in April brought
together world-renowned architect Kengo Kuma;
Teruyo Yanai, philanthropist and community
advocate; and Steve Bloom, Chief Executive Officer
of Portland Japanese Garden. It was a meeting of
culturally progressive minds in Tokyo, Japan on
April 15.

More than a hundred people filled the room for Steve
Bloom’s keynote address, entitled Cultural Crossing:
Building Bridges in an Age of Walls. The talk examined
the role that gardens—particularly Japanese Gardens-
-play in helping people find peace within themselves
as well as with each other. In 2020, Portland Japanese
Garden embarks on its next chapter: taking lessons
learned from its 56-year history to pave a path to
peace and cultural understanding as the Garden
celebrates the “Year of Nagasaki & Hiroshima:
Choosing Peace” to mark the 75th anniversary of the
end of WWIL.

At a time when global tensions are high and the world
is challenged in its relationship to nature and peace, it
was an opportunity to hear from three authorities on
building bridges.
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New Kengo Kuma Book
Memorializes Creation of
Cultural Crossing

The team that designed and built the acclaimed
Cultural Crossing project at Portland Japanese
Garden has also collaborated on a new book that
memorializes the architectural achievement,

titled Kengo Kuma: Portland Japanese Garden (Rizzoli
Publishing). Father and son Botond and Balazs
Bognar co-authored the book, with an introduction
by Kengo Kuma. The book is a colorful glance inside
the ambitious expansion. Completed in 2017, the
project marked architect Kengo Kuma'’s first public
commission in the United States.

Botond Bognar is Professor and Edgar A. Tafel
Endowed Chair in Architecture at the University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign. He is an internationally
renowned scholar of the history and theories of
contemporary Japanese architecture and urbanism.

Balazs Bognar is an architect and partner at Kengo
Kuma & Associates in Tokyo, Japan, and served as
Chief Manager for the Cultural Crossing Expansion at
the Portland Japanese Garden.

More than half of the nearly 200-page book contains
sumptuous photos of the Garden with its state-of-the-
art new buildings, as well as photographs of Japan
and Kengo Kuma architecture.
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Annual Member Meeting & Reception

On May 13, with CEO Steve Bloom just returned to Portland from his six-month Japan
residency, Portland Japanese Garden hosted an Annual Member Meeting & Reception

in the Garden’s overlook space, with a view of Mount Hood. In addition to the business

of transitioning Board leadership, electing a new Board of Trustees, and a report on the
Garden by Steve Bloom, the evening included a panel discussion on the journey from vision
to completion of the Cultural Crossing Expansion Project, featuring architect Kengo Kuma.

Joining Kuma in the discussion were Botond and Balazs Bognar, the co-authors of the
newly published Kengo Kuma: Portland Japanese Garden, as well as Garden Curator Sadafumi
Uchiyama and CEO Steve Bloom. After the lively discussion, members mingled with the
panelists for drink, conversation, and book signings.
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Welcome Laura J. Mueller,
Ph.D.

New Curator of Art: Continuing Tradition of Innovation

Laura J. Mueller, Ph.D., joined Portland Japanese
Garden at the start of the year. She comes to Portland
from New York City, where she has been a prolific and
successful independent art consultant and curator

for more than a decade. Her expertise includes a

wide range of Japanese art forms both traditional

and contemporary, and her global experience has
cultivated a global network of cultural influencers.

Before completing her doctorate in Japanese art
history at the University of Wisconsin—Madison,
specializing in the study and research of Japanese
woodblock prints, she completed an M.B.A. and
M.A. in arts administration at Southern Methodist
University in Dallas, Texas. Dr. Mueller has spent
more than six years in Japan as a scholar and art
professional. She completed research under the
Japanese Monbukagakusho (Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) and
The Japan Foundation dissertation fellowships at
Gakushuin University in Tokyo, Japan.
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